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SELECTED ABA CANONS:
ABA Model Code of Professional Responsibility

CANON 1 - A Lawyer Should Assist in Maintaining the Integrity and Competence of the Legal Profession

DISCIPLINARY RULES:

DR 1-102 Misconduct.

(A) A lawyer shall not:
(1) Violate a Disciplinary Rule.
(2) Circumvent a Disciplinary Rule through actions of another. 
(3) Engage in illegal conduct involving moral turpitude. 
(4) Engage in conduct involving dishonesty, fraud, deceit, or misrepresentation.
(5) Engage in conduct that is prejudicial to the administration of justice.
(6) Engage in any other conduct that adversely reflects on his fitness to practice law.

CANON 5 – A Lawyer Should Exercise Independent Professional Judgment on Behalf of a Client.

ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS

EC 5-1
The professional judgment of a lawyer should be exercised, within the bounds of the law, solely for the 
benefit of his client and free of compromising influences and loyalties.  Neither his personal interests, the 
interests of other clients, nor the desires of third persons should be permitted to dilute his loyalty to his 
client.

CANON 7 - A Lawyer Should Represent a Client Zealously Within the Bounds of the Law

ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS
EC 7-1
The duty of a lawyer, both to his client and to the legal system, is to represent his client zealously within 
the bounds of the law, which includes Disciplinary Rules and enforceable professional regulations. The 
professional responsibility of a lawyer derives from his membership in a profession which has the duty of 
assisting members of the public to secure and protect available legal rights and benefits. In our government 
of laws and not of men, each member of our society is entitled to have his conduct judged and regulated in 
accordance with the law; to seek any lawful objective through legally permissible means; and to present for 
adjudication any lawful claim, issue, or defense.

EC 7-2
The bounds of the law in a given case are often difficult to ascertain.  The language of legislative 
enactments and judicial opinions may be uncertain as applied to varying factual situations. The limits and 
specific meaning of apparently relevant law may be made doubtful by changing or developing 
constitutional interpretations, inadequately expressed statutes or judicial opinions, and changing public and 
judicial attitudes. Certainty of law ranges from well-settled rules through areas of conflicting authority to 
areas without precedent.

EC 7-4



The advocate may urge any permissible construction of the law favorable to his client, without regard to 
his professional opinion as to the likelihood that the construction will ultimately prevail.  His conduct is 
within the bounds of the law, and therefore permissible, if the position taken is supported by the law or is 
supportable by a good faith argument for an extension, modification, or reversal of the law. However, a 
lawyer is not justified in asserting a position in litigation that is frivolous

EC 7-19
Our legal system provides for the adjudication of disputes governed by the rules of substantive, 
evidentiary, and procedural law. An adversary presentation counters the natural human tendency to judge 
too swiftly in terms of the familiar that which is not yet fully known, the advocate, by his zealous 
preparation and presentation of fact and law, enables the  HYPERLINK "http://www.law.cornell.edu/ethics/
aba/mcpr/MCPR.HTM" \l "tribunal#tribunal" tribunal to come to the hearing with an open and neutral 
mind and to render impartial judgments. The duty of a lawyer to his client and his duty to the legal system 
are the same; to represent his client zealously within the bounds of the law.

EC 7-25
Rules of evidence and procedure are designed to lead to just decisions and are part of the framework of the 
law. Thus while a lawyer may take steps in good faith and within the framework of the law to test the 
validity of rules, he is not justified in consciously violating such rules and he should be diligent in his 
efforts to guard against his unintentional violation of them.  As examples, a lawyer should subscribe to or 
verify only those pleadings that he believes are in compliance with applicable law and rules; a lawyer 
should not make any prefatory statement before a tribunal in regard to the purported facts of the case on 
trial unless he believes that his statement will be supported by admissible evidence; a lawyer should not 
ask a witness a question solely for the purpose of harassing or embarrassing him; and a lawyer should not 
by subterfuge put before a jury matters which it cannot properly consider.

DISCIPLINARY RULES

DR 7-102 Representing a Client Within the Bounds of the Law.

(A) In his representation of a client, a lawyer shall not:
(1) File a suit, assert a position, conduct a defense, delay a trial, or take other action on behalf of his client 
when he knows or when it is obvious that such action would serve merely to harass or maliciously injure 
another.
(2) Knowingly advance a claim or defense that is unwarranted under existing law, except that he may 
advance such claim or defense if it can be supported by good faith argument for an extension, modification, 
or reversal of existing law.
(3) Conceal or knowingly fail to disclose that which he is required by law to reveal.
(4) Knowingly use perjured testimony or false evidence. 
(5) Knowingly make a false statement of law or fact.
(6) Participate in the creation or preservation of evidence when he knows or it is obvious that the evidence 
is false.
(7) Counsel or assist his client in conduct that the lawyer knows to be illegal or fraudulent.
(8) Knowingly engage in other illegal conduct or conduct contrary to a Disciplinary Rule.


