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I. CALIFORNIA BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONS CODE  
 
Section 6068  It is the duty of an attorney to do all of the following: (a) To support the Constitution and 
laws of the United States and of this state. (b) To maintain the respect due to the courts of justice and 
judicial officers. (c) To counsel or maintain those actions, proceedings, or defenses only as appear to 
him or her legal or just, except the defense of a person charged with a public offense. (d) To employ, for 
the purpose of maintaining the causes confided to him or her those means only as are consistent with 
truth, and never to seek to mislead the judge or any judicial officer by an artifice or false statement of 
fact or law.  . . .  (f) To advance no fact prejudicial to the honor or reputation of a party or witness, 
unless required by the justice of the cause with which he or she is charged. (g) Not to encourage either 
the commencement or the continuance of an action or proceeding from any corrupt motive of passion or 
interest. (h) Never to reject, for any consideration personal to himself or herself, the cause of the 
defenseless or the oppressed. 
 
Section 6106  The commission of any act involving moral turpitude, dishonesty or corruption, whether 
the act is committed in the course of his relations as an attorney or otherwise, and whether the act is a 
felony or misdemeanor or not, constitutes a cause for disbarment or suspension.   
 
Section 6128  Every attorney is guilty of a misdemeanor who either: (a) Is guilty of any deceit or 
collusion, or consents to any deceit or collusion, with intent to deceive the court or any party. (b) 
Willfully delays his client's suit with a view to his own gain. (c) Willfully receives any money or 
allowance for or on account of any money which he has not laid out or become answerable for.  
 
CALIFORNIA RULES OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT 
 
Rule 2-100 Communication With a Represented Party 
(A) While representing a client, a member shall not communicate directly or indirectly about the subject 
of the representation with a party the member knows to be represented by another lawyer in the matter, 
unless the member has the consent of the other lawyer. 
. . .  (C) This rule shall not prohibit: (1) Communications with a public officer, board, committee, or 
body; or (2) Communications initiated by a party seeking advice or representation from an independent 
lawyer of the party's choice; or (3) Communications otherwise authorized by law. 
 
Rule 2-200 Financial Arrangements Among Lawyers   
(A) A member shall not divide a fee for legal services with a lawyer who is not a partner of, associate of, 
or shareholder with the member unless: (1) The client has consented in writing thereto after a full 
disclosure has been made in writing that a division of fees will be made and the terms of such division; 
and (2) The total fee charged by all lawyers is not increased solely by reason of the provision for 
division of fees and is not unconscionable as that term is defined in rule 4-200.  (B) Except as permitted 
in paragraph (A) of this rule or rule 2-300, a member shall not compensate, give, or promise anything of 
value to any lawyer for the purpose of recommending or securing employment of the member or the 
member's law firm by a client, or as a reward for having made a recommendation resulting in 
employment of the member or the member's law firm by a client. A member's offering of or giving a gift 
or gratuity to any lawyer who has made a recommendation resulting in the employment of the member 
or the member's law firm shall not of itself violate this rule, provided that the gift or gratuity was not 
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offered in consideration of any promise, agreement, or understanding that such a gift or gratuity would 
be forthcoming or that referrals would be made or encouraged in the future. 
 
Rule 3-300 Avoiding Interests Adverse to a Client 
A member shall not enter into a business transaction with a client; or knowingly acquire an ownership, 
possessory, security, or other pecuniary interest adverse to a client, unless each of the following 
requirements has been satisfied: (A) The transaction or acquisition and its terms are fair and reasonable 
to the client and are fully disclosed and transmitted in writing to the client in a manner which should 
reasonably have been understood by the client; and (B) The client is advised in writing that the client 
may seek the advice of an independent lawyer of the client's choice and is given a reasonable 
opportunity to seek that advice; and (C) The client thereafter consents in writing to the terms of the 
transaction or the terms of the acquisition. 
 
Rule 3-310 Avoiding the Representation of Adverse Interests 
(C) A member shall not, without the informed written consent of each client: (1) Accept representation 
of more than one client in a matter in which the interests of the clients potentially conflict; or (2) Accept 
or continue representation of more than one client in a matter in which the interests of the clients 
actually conflict; or (3) Represent a client in a matter and at the same time in a separate matter accept as 
a client a person or entity whose interest in the first matter is adverse to the client in the first matter.  (D) 
A member who represents two or more clients shall not enter into an aggregate settlement of the claims 
of or against the clients without the informed written consent of each client.  (E) A member shall not, 
without the informed written consent of the client or former client, accept employment adverse to the 
client or former client where, by reason of the representation of the client or former client, the member 
has obtained confidential information material to the employment.  (F) A member shall not accept 
compensation for representing a client from one other than the client unless: (1) There is no interference 
with the member's independence of professional judgment or with the client-lawyer relationship; and (2) 
Information relating to representation of the client is protected as required by Business and Professions 
Code section 6068, subdivision (e); and (3) The member obtains the client's informed written consent, 
provided that no disclosure or consent is required if: (a) such nondisclosure is otherwise authorized by 
law; or (b) the member is rendering legal services on behalf of any public agency which provides legal 
services to other public agencies or the public. 
 
Rule 3-400 Limiting Liability to Client 
A member shall not: (A) Contract with a client prospectively limiting the member's liability to the client 
for the member's professional malpractice; or (B) Settle a claim or potential claim for the member's 
liability to the client for the member's professional malpractice, unless the client is informed in writing 
that the client may seek the advice of an independent lawyer of the client's choice regarding the 
settlement and is given a reasonable opportunity to seek that advice. 
 
ABA MODEL RULES OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT  
 
Client-Lawyer Relationship 
Rule 1.2 Scope Of Representation And Allocation Of Authority Between Client And Lawyer 
(a) Subject to paragraphs (c) and (d), a lawyer shall abide by a client's decisions concerning the 
objectives of representation and, as required by Rule 1.4, shall consult with the client as to the means by 
which they are to be pursued. A lawyer may take such action on behalf of the client as is impliedly 
authorized to carry out the representation. A lawyer shall abide by a client's decision whether to settle a 
matter. In a criminal case, the lawyer shall abide by the client's decision, after consultation with the 
lawyer, as to a plea to be entered, whether to waive jury trial and whether the client will testify. (b) A 
lawyer's representation of a client, including representation by appointment, does not constitute an 
endorsement of the client's political, economic, social or moral views or activities. (c) A lawyer may 
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limit the scope of the representation if the limitation is reasonable under the circumstances and the client 
gives informed consent. (d) A lawyer shall not counsel a client to engage, or assist a client, in conduct 
that the lawyer knows is criminal or fraudulent, but a lawyer may discuss the legal consequences of any 
proposed course of conduct with a client and may counsel or assist a client to make a good faith effort to 
determine the validity, scope, meaning or application of the law. 
 
Rule 1.4 Communication 
(a) A lawyer shall: (1) promptly inform the client of any decision or circumstance with respect to which 
the client's informed consent, as defined in Rule 1.0(e), is required by these Rules; (2) reasonably 
consult with the client about the means by which the client's objectives are to be accomplished; (3) keep 
the client reasonably informed about the status of the matter; (4) promptly comply with reasonable 
requests for information; and (5) consult with the client about any relevant limitation on the lawyer's 
conduct when the lawyer knows that the client expects assistance not permitted by the Rules of 
Professional Conduct or other law. (b) A lawyer shall explain a matter to the extent reasonably 
necessary to permit the client to make informed decisions regarding the representation. 
 
 Rule 1.7 Conflict Of Interest: Current Clients 
(a) Except as provided in paragraph (b), a lawyer shall not represent a client if the representation 
involves a concurrent conflict of interest. A concurrent conflict of interest exists if: (1) the representation 
of one client will be directly adverse to another client; or (2) there is a significant risk that the 
representation of one or more clients will be materially limited by the lawyer's responsibilities to another 
client, a former client or a third person or by a personal interest of the lawyer. (b) Notwithstanding the 
existence of a concurrent conflict of interest under paragraph (a), a lawyer may represent a client if: 
(1) the lawyer reasonably believes that the lawyer will be able to provide competent and diligent 
representation to each affected client; (2) the representation is not prohibited by law; (3) the 
representation does not involve the assertion of a claim by one client against another client represented 
by the lawyer in the same litigation or other proceeding before a tribunal; and (4) each affected client 
gives informed consent, confirmed in writing. 
 
Rule 1.8 Conflict Of Interest: Current Clients: Specific Rules 
(g) A lawyer who represents two or more clients shall not participate in making an aggregate settlement 
of the claims of or against the clients, or in a criminal case an aggregated agreement as to guilty or nolo 
contendere pleas, unless each client gives informed consent, in a writing signed by the client. The 
lawyer's disclosure shall include the existence and nature of all the claims or pleas involved and of the 
participation of each person in the settlement. (h) A lawyer shall not: (1) make an agreement 
prospectively limiting the lawyer's liability to a client for malpractice unless the client is independently 
represented in making the agreement; or (2) settle a claim or potential claim for such liability with an 
unrepresented client or former client unless that person is advised in writing of the desirability of 
seeking and is given a reasonable opportunity to seek the advice of independent legal counsel in 
connection therewith. (i) A lawyer shall not acquire a proprietary interest in the cause of action or 
subject matter of litigation the lawyer is conducting for a client, except that the lawyer may: (1) acquire 
a lien authorized by law to secure the lawyer's fee or expenses; and (2) contract with a client for a 
reasonable contingent fee in a civil case.  
 
Rule 1.9 Duties To Former Clients 
 
Rule 1.18 Duties To Prospective Client 
 
Transactions With Persons Other Than Clients 
Rule 4.1 Truthfulness In Statements To Others 
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In the course of representing a client a lawyer shall not knowingly: (a) make a false statement of 
material fact or law to a third person; or (b) fail to disclose a material fact to a third person when 
disclosure is necessary to avoid assisting a criminal or fraudulent act by a client, unless disclosure is 
prohibited by Rule 1.6. 
 
Rule 4.2 Communication with Person Represented by Counsel 
In representing a client, a lawyer shall not communicate about the subject of the representation with a 
party the lawyer knows to be represented by another lawyer in the matter, unless the lawyer has the 
consent of the other lawyer or is authorized to do so by law or a court order. 
 
Information About Legal Services 
Rule 7.1 Communications Concerning A Lawyer's Services 
A lawyer shall not make a false or misleading communication about the lawyer or the lawyer's services. 
A communication is false or misleading if it contains a material misrepresentation of fact or law, or 
omits a fact necessary to make the statement considered as a whole not materially misleading. 
 
CALIFORNIA CODE OF CIVIL PROCEDURE  
 
Section 170.6 Peremptory Challenge 
(a) (1) A judge, court commissioner, or referee of a superior court of the State of California shall not try 
a civil or criminal action or special proceeding of any kind or character nor hear any matter therein that 
involves a contested issue of law or fact when it is established as provided in this section that the judge 
or court commissioner is prejudiced against a party or attorney or the interest of a party or attorney 
appearing in the action or proceeding. (2) A party to, or an attorney appearing in, an action or 
proceeding may establish this prejudice by an oral or written motion without prior notice supported by 
affidavit or declaration under penalty of perjury, or an oral statement under oath, that the judge, court 
commissioner, or referee before whom the action or proceeding is pending, or to whom it is assigned, is 
prejudiced against a party or attorney, or the interest of the party or attorney, so that the party or attorney 
cannot, or believes that he or she cannot, have a fair and impartial trial or hearing before the judge, court 
commissioner, or referee.  
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