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Whose Case Is This Anyway ? 

Or 

When Lawyers Get Caught Between A Rock (Ethical Obligations)  

And A Hard Place (Client Demands) 

 

This program explores attorney –client tensions in allocating case authority.  What is an 

attorney to do when what a client wants may conflict with that attorney’s obligations under 

various rules of professional conduct?  As tonight’s presentation demonstrates, the rules 

sometimes cause as many dilemmas as they solve. 

 

The California Supreme Court aptly described the attorney-client tension in General Dynamics 

Corporation v. Superior Court (1994) 7 Cal. 4
th

 1164: 

On the one hand, an attorney’s highest duty is to the welfare and 

interests of the clients.  This obligation is channeled, however, by a 

limiting and specifically professional qualification: attorneys are required 

to conduct themselves as such, meaning that they are bound at all events 

not to transgress a handful of professional ethical norms that distinguish 

their work from that of a non-attorney….  Out of the duality of allegiance 

– for the interest of the client on the one hand, but within the bounds of 

ethical norms on the other – a genuine moral dilemma may arise.  

 

(Id. At pp.1181-1182.)  How will this tension play out, outside the Inn ? 

 

ACT I:  Trouble In Vegas 

 

Rules of Professional Conduct, State Bar of California 

 

Rule 1-100.  Rules of Professional Conduct, In General 

 

The purpose of these rules is to protect the public and to promote respect and confidence in 

the legal profession. 

 

Rule 3-100.  Confidential Information Of A Client 

 

(A) A member shall not reveal information protected from disclosures by Business and 

professions Code section 6068, subdivision (e)(1) without the informed consent of the client, or 

as provided in paragraph (B) of this rule. 
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(B) A member may, but is not required to, reveal confidential information in relating to the 

representation of a client to the extent that the member reasonably believes the disclosure is 

necessary to prevent a criminal act that the member reasonably believes is likely to esult in 

death, of, or substantial bodily harm to, an individual. 

. 

. 

. 

A member who does not reveal information permitted by paragraph (B) does not violate this 

rule. [Note: Business and Professions Code section 6068, subdivision (e)(1) provides that it is a 

duty of a member “to maintain inviolate the confidence, and at every peril to himself or herself 

to preserve the secret, of his or her client.”] 

 

Rule 3-200.  Prohibited Objectives of Employment 

 

A member shall not seek, accept, or continue employment if the member knows or should 

know that the object of such employment is: 

A.  To bring an action, conduct a defense, assert a position in litigation…without 

probable cause and for the purpose of harassing or maliciously injuring any person. 

 

Rule 3-500. 

 

A member shall keep a client reasonably informed about significant developments relating to 

the employment or representation… [There is no need to keep a client informed of insignificant 

or irrelevant information.  See Business  & Professions Code, §6068, subd. (m).] 

 

 

AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION Model Rules of Professional Conduct 

 

Client-Lawyer Relationships 

 Rule 1.1: Competence 

A lawyer shall provide competent representation to a client.  Competent representation 

requires the legal knowledge, skill, thoroughness and preparation reasonably necessary 

for the representation. 

 

Rule 1.2: Scope of Representation and Allocation if Authority Between Client and Lawyer 

(a) Subject to paragraph (c) and (d), a lawyer shall abide by a client’s decisions 

concerning the objectives of representation and, as required by Rule 1.4, shall 

consult with the client as to the means by which they are to be pursued.  A lawyer 

may take such action on behalf of the client as is impliedly authorized to carry out 

the representation.  A lawyer shall abide by a client’s decision whether to settle a 

matter.  In a criminal case, the lawyer shall abide by the client’s decision, after 

consultation with the lawyer, as to a plea to be entered, whether to waive jury trial 

and whether the client will testify. 
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(b) A lawyer’s representation of a client, including representation by appointment, does 

not constitute an endorsement of the client’s political, economic, social, or moral 

views or activities. 

(c) A lawyer may limit the scope of the representation if the limitation is reasonable 

under the circumstances and the client gives informed consent. 

(d) A lawyer shall not counsel a client to engage, or assist a client, in conduct that the 

lawyer knows is criminal or fraudulent, but a lawyer may discuss the legal 

consequences of any proposed course with a client and may counsel or assist a client 

to make a good faith effort to determine the validity, scope, meaning or application 

of the law. 

 

Rule 1.3: Diligence 

A lawyer shall act with reasonable diligence and promptness in representing a client. 

 

Rule 1.4: Communication 

(a) A lawyer shall: 

1) promptly inform the client of any decision or circumstance with respect to 

which the client’s informed consent, as defined in Rule 1.0(e) is required by 

these Rules; 

2) reasonably consult with the client about the means by which the client’s 

objectives are to be accomplished; 

3) keep the client reasonably informed about the status of the matter; 

4) promptly comply with reasonable requests for information; and 

5) consult with the client about any relevant limitation on the lawyer’s conduct 

when the lawyer knows that the client expects assistance not permitted by 

the Rules of Professional Conduct or other law. 

(b) A lawyer shall explain a matter to the extent reasonably necessary to permit the 

client to make informed decisions regarding the representation. 

 

Rule 1.5: Fees 

(a) A lawyer shall not make an agreement for, charge, or collect an unreasonable fee or 

an unreasonable amount for expenses.  The factors to be considered in determining 

the reasonableness of a fee include the following: 

1) the time and labor required, the novelty and difficulty of the questions 

involved, and the skill requisite to perform the legal service properly; 

2) the likelihood, if apparent to the client, that the acceptance of the particular 

employment will preclude other employment by the lawyer; 

3) the fee customarily charged in the locality for similar legal services; 

4) the amount involved and the results obtained; 

5) the time limitation imposed by the client or by the circumstances; 

6) the nature and length of the professional relationships with the client; 

7) the experience, reputation, and ability of the lawyer or lawyers performing 

the services; and 

8) whether the fee is fixed or contingent. 
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(b) The scope of the representation and the basis or rate of the fee and expenses for 

which the client will be responsible shall be communicated to the client, preferably 

in writing, before or within a reasonable time after commencing the representation, 

except when the lawyer will charge a regularly represented client on the same basis 

or rate.  Any changes in the basis or rate of the fee or expenses shall also be 

communicated to the client. 

(c) A fee may be contingent on the outcome of the matter for which the service is 

rendered, except in a matter in which a contingent fee is prohibited by paragraph (d) 

or other law.  A contingent fee agreement shall be in a writing signed by the client 

and shall state the method by which the fee is to be determined, including the 

percentage or percentages that shall accrue to the lawyer in the event of 

settlement, trial or appeal; litigation and other expenses to be deducted from the 

recovery; and whether such expenses are to be deducted before or after the 

contingent fee is calculated.  The agreement must clearly notify the client of any 

expenses for which the client will be liable whether or not the client is the prevailing 

party.  Upon conclusion of a contingent fee matter, the lawyer shall provide the 

client with a written statement stating the outcome of the matter and, if there is a 

recovery, showing the remittance to the client and the method of its determination. 

. 

. 

. 

 

Rule 1.6: Confidentiality of Information 

(a) A lawyer shall not reveal information relating to the representation of a client unless 

the client gives informed consent, the disclosure is impliedly authorized in order to 

carry out the representation or the disclosure is permitted by paragraph (b). 

(b) A lawyer may reveal information relating to the representation of a client to the 

extent the lawyer reasonably believes necessary: 

. 

. 

. 

1) … 

2) to prevent the client from committing a crime or fraud that is reasonably 

certain to result in substantial injury to the financial interests or property of 

another and in furtherance of which the client has used or is using the 

lawyer’s services; 

3) to prevent, mitigate or rectify substantial injury to the financial interests or 

property of another that is reasonably certain to result or has resulted from 

the client’s commission of a crime or fraud in furtherance of which the client 

has used the lawyer’s services; 

4) to secure legal advice about the lawyer’s compliance with these Rules; 

5) to establish a claim or defense on behalf of the lawyer in a controversy 

between the lawyer and the client, to establish a defense to a criminal 

charge or civil claim against the lawyer based upon conduct in which the 
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client was involved, or to respond to allegations in any proceeding 

concerning the lawyer’s representation of the client; or 

6) to comply with other law or a court order. 

 

Rule 1.16: Declining or Terminating Representation 

(a) Except as stated in paragraph (c), a lawyer shall not represent a client or, where 

representation has commenced, shall withdraw from the representation of a client 

if: 

1) the representation will result in violation of the rules of professional conduct 

or other law;  

2) the lawyer’s physical or mental condition materially impairs the lawyer’s 

ability to represent the client; or 

3) the lawyer is discharged. 

(b) Except as stated in paragraph (c), a lawyer may withdraw from representing a client 

if: 

1) withdrawal can be accomplished without material adverse effect in the 

interests of the client; 

2) the client persists in a course of action involving the lawyer’s services that 

the lawyer reasonably believes is criminal or fraudulent; 

3) the client has used the lawyer’s services to perpetrate a crime or fraud; 

4) the client insists upon taking action that the lawyer considers repugnant or 

with the lawyer has a fundamental disagreement; 

5) the client fails substantially to fulfill an obligation to the lawyer regarding the 

lawyer’s services and has been given reasonable warning that the lawyer will 

withdraw unless the obligation is fulfilled; 

6) the representation will result in an unreasonable financial burden on the 

lawyer or has been rendered unreasonably difficult by the client; or 

7) other good cause for withdrawal exists. 

(c) A lawyer must comply with applicable law requiring notice to or permission of a 

tribunal when terminating a representation.  When ordered to do so by a tribunal, a 

lawyer shall continue representation notwithstanding good cause for terminating 

the representation. 

(d) Upon termination of representation, a lawyer shall take steps to the extent 

reasonably practicable to protect a client’s interests, such as giving reasonable 

notice to the client, allowing time for employment of other counsel, surrendering 

papers and property to which the client is entitled and refunding any advance 

payment of fee or expense that has not been earned or incurred. The lawyer may 

retain papers relating to the client to the extent permitted by other law. 

 

Counselor 

 Rule 2.1: Advisor 

In representing a client, a lawyer shall exercise independent professional judgment and 

render candid advice.  In rendering advice, a lawyer may refer not only to law but to 
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other considerations such as moral economic, social and political factors thatmay be 

relevant to the client’s situation. 

 

Rule 2.3: Evaluation For Use By Third Persons 

(a) A lawyer my provide an evaluation of a matter affecting a client for the use of 

someone other than the client if the lawyer reasonably believes that making the 

evaluation is compatible with other aspects of the lawyer’s relationship with the 

client. 

(b) When the lawyer knows or reasonably should know that the evaluation is likely 

to affect the client’s interests materially and adversely, the lawyer shall not 

provide the evaluation unless the client gives informed consent. 

(c) Except as disclosure is authorized in connection with a report of an evaluation, 

information relating to the evaluation is otherwise protected by Rule 1.6. 

 

Advocate 

 Rule 3.1:  Meritorious Claims and Contentions 

A lawyer shall not bring or defend a proceeding, or assert or controvert an issue therein, 

unless there is a basis in law and fact for doing so that is not frivolous,… . 

 

Rule 3.2:  Expediting Litigation 

A lawyer shall make reasonable efforts to expedite litigation consistent with the 

interests of the client. 

 

Law Firms And Associations 

 Rule 5.1:  Responsibilities of Partners, Managers, and Supervisory Lawyers 

(a) A partner in a law firm, and a lawyer who individually or together with other 

lawyers possesses comparable managerial authority in a law firm, shall make 

reasonable efforts to ensure that the firm has in effect measures giving 

reasonable assurance that all lawyers in the firm conform to the Rules of 

Professional Conduct. 

(b) A lawyer having direct supervisory authority over another lawyer shall make 

reasonable efforts to ensure that the other lawyer conforms to the Rules of 

Professional Conduct. 

(c) A lawyer shall be responsible for another lawyer’s violation of the Rules of 

Professional Conduct if: 

1) the lawyer orders or, with knowledge of the specific conduct, ratifies the 

conduct involved; or 

2) the lawyer is a partner or has comparable managerial authority in the law 

firm in which the other lawyer practices, or has direct supervisory 

authority over the other lawyer, and knows of the conduct at a time 

when its consequences can be avoided or mitigated but fails to take 

reasonable remedial action. 

 

Rule 5.2:  Responsibilities Of A Subordinate Lawyer 
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(a) A lawyer is bound by the Rules of Professional Conduct notwithstanding 

that the lawyer acted at the direction of another person. 

A subordinate lawyer does not violate Rules of Professional Conduct if that 

lawyer acts in accordance with a supervisory lawyer’s reasonable resolution 

of an arguable question of professional duty. 

 

 

EVIDENCE CODE  

SECTIONS 720, 721, 801  
 
 

720.  (a) A person is qualified to testify as an expert if he has 

special knowledge, skill, experience, training, or education 

sufficient to qualify him as an expert on the subject to which his 

testimony relates. Against the objection of a party, such special 

knowledge, skill, experience, training, or education must be shown 

before the witness may testify as an expert. 

   (b) A witness' special knowledge, skill, experience, training, or 

education may be shown by any otherwise admissible evidence, 

including his own testimony. 

 

 

 

721.  (a) Subject to subdivision (b), a witness testifying as an 

expert may be cross-examined to the same extent as any other witness 

and, in addition, may be fully cross-examined as to (1) his or her 

qualifications, (2) the subject to which his or her expert testimony 

relates, and (3) the matter upon which his or her opinion is based 

and the reasons for his or her opinion. 

   (b) If a witness testifying as an expert testifies in the form of 

an opinion, he or she may not be cross-examined in regard to the 

content or tenor of any scientific, technical, or professional text, 

treatise, journal, or similar publication unless any of the following 

occurs: 

   (1) The witness referred to, considered, or relied upon such 

publication in arriving at or forming his or her opinion. 

   (2) The publication has been admitted in evidence. 

   (3) The publication has been established as a reliable authority 

by the testimony or admission of the witness or by other expert 

testimony or by judicial notice. 

   If admitted, relevant portions of the publication may be read into 

evidence but may not be received as exhibits. 
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801.  If a witness is testifying as an expert, his testimony in the 

form of an opinion is limited to such an opinion as is: 

   (a) Related to a subject that is sufficiently beyond common 

experience that the opinion of an expert would assist the trier of 

fact; and 

   (b) Based on matter (including his special knowledge, skill, 

experience, training, and education) perceived by or personally known 

to the witness or made known to him at or before the hearing, 

whether or not admissible, that is of a type that reasonably may be 

relied upon by an expert in forming an opinion upon the subject to 

which his testimony relates, unless an expert is precluded by law 

from using such matter as a basis for his opinion. 

 

 
 
 

ACT II:  Settlement Conference Smackdown 

 

Rules of Professional Conduct, State Bar of California 

 

 Rule 3-510:Communication of Settlement Offer  

(a) A member shall promptly communicate to the member’s client:  

(a) … 

(b) All amounts, terms, and conditions of any written offer of settlement 

made to the client in all matters 

Note: Any oral offers of settlement made to the client in a civil matter 

should also be communicated if they are “significant” for the purpose of 

Rule 3-500. 

 Rule 3-700:  Termination of Employment 

(B)  Mandatory Withdrawal 

… a member representing a client in other matters shall withdraw from 

employment, if: 

1.) The member knows or should know that the client is 

bringing an action, conducting a defense, asserting a 

position in litigation, …, without probable cause and for 

the purpose of harassing or maliciously injuring any 

person. 

(C)  Permissive Withdrawal 

1) The client 

b) Insists upon presenting an unwarranted claim or defense not 

warranted under existing law … or 

c) Seeks to pursue an illegal course of conduct .. or 
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e)   insists … that the member engage in conduct that is contrary to                 

the judgment and advice of the member but not prohibited under 

these rules or the State Bar Act. 

 

 Rule 5-200:  Trial Conduct 

 In presenting a matter to a tribunal, a member: 

A. … 

B. Shall not seek to mislead the judge, judicial officer, or jury by an artifice 

or false statement of fact or law; 

 

Rule 5-20:  Suppression Of Evidence 

A member shall not suppress any evidence that the member or the member’s client has 

a legal obligation to reveal or to produce. 

 

 

AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION Model rules of Professional Conduct 

 

Advocate 

 Rule 3.3:  Candor Toward the Tribunal 

(a) A lawyer shall not knowingly: 

1) make a false statement of fact or law to a tribunal or fail to 

correct a false statement of material fact or law previously made 

to the tribunal by the lawyer; 

2) fail to disclose to the tribunal legal authority in the controlling 

jurisdiction known to the lawyer to be directly adverse to the 

position of the client and not disclosed by opposing counsel; or 

3) offer evidence that the lawyer knows to be false.  If a lawyer, the 

lawyer’s client, or a witness called by the lawyer, has offered 

material evidence and the lawyer comes to know of its falsity, the 

lawyer shall take reasonable remedial measures, including, if 

necessary, disclosure to the tribunal.  A lawyer may refuse to offer 

evidence, other than the testimony of a defendant in a criminal 

matter, that the lawyer reasonably believes is false. 

(b) A lawyer who represents a client in an adjudicative proceeding and who 

knows that a person intends to engage, is engaging, or has engaged in 

criminal or fraudulent conduct related to the proceeding shall take 

reasonable remedial measures, including, if necessary, disclosure to the 

tribunal. 

(c) The duties stated in paragraphs (a) and (b) continue to the conclusion of 

the proceeding, and apply even if compliance requires disclosure of 

information otherwise protected by Rule 1.6. 

(d) In an ex parte proceeding, a lawyer shall inform the tribunal of all 

material facts known to the lawyer that will enable the tribunal to make 

an informed decision, whether or not the facts are adverse. 
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Transactions With Persons Other Than Clients 

 

 Rule 4.1:  Truthfulness In Statements To Others 

 In the course of representing a client a lawyer shall not knowingly: 

(a) Make a false statement of material fact or law to a third person; or 

(b) Fail to disclose a material fact to a third person when disclosure is necessary to 

avoid assisting a criminal or fraudulent act by a client. 

 

MODEL STANDARDS OF CONDUCT FOR MEDIATORS 

 

PREAMBLE 

. 

. 

. 

Mediation is a process in which an impartial third party facilitates communication and 

negotiation and promotes voluntary decision making by the parties to the dispute… 

 

IMPARTIALITY 

 

A. A mediator shall decline a mediation if the mediator cannot conduct it in an impartial 

manner.  Impartiality means freedom from favoritism, bias or prejudice. 

B. A mediator shall conduct a mediation in an impartial manner and avoid conduct that 

gives the appearance of partiality. 

1. A mediator should not act with partiality or prejudoce based on any participant’s 

personal characteristics, background, values and beliefs, or performance at a 

mediation, or any reason. 

. 

. 

. 

C. If at any time a mediator is unable to conduct a mediation in an impartial manner, the 

mediator shall withdraw. 

 

 

ACT III:  THE TRIAL 

   

California Code of Judicial Ethics 

 

Canon 2:  A judge shall avoid impropriety and the appearance of impropriety in all of the 

judge’s activities 

1) Promoting Public Confidence 

A judge shall respect and comply with the law and shall act at all times in a  manner that 

promotes public confidence in the integrity and impartiality of the judiciary. 
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Canon 3:  A judge shall perform the duties of judicial office impartially and diligently 

         . 

         . 

         .     

2) Adjudicative Responsibilities 

1) … 

2) … 

3) A judge shall require order and decorum in proceedings before the judge. 

4) … 

5) … 

6) … 

7) … 

8) A judge shall dispose of all judicial matters fairly, promptly, and efficiently.  A 

judge shall manage the courtroom in a manner that provides all litigants the 

opportunity to have their matters fairly adjudicated in accordance with the law. 

 

 

EXPANDED SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS 

 

SETTLEMENTS 

 

Under California law, there is no presumption that an attorney has the authority to settle a 

matter for the client.  Instead an attorney must have express authority to settle his client’s 

claims. 

   Anand v. Cal. Dept of Developmental Services 

   (E.D.C.A. 2009) 626 F. Supp. 2d 1061, 1064 

 

An attorney cannot surrender any substantial right belonging to his client.  Nor may he impair. 

compromise, or destroy his client’s cause of action. 

   Bice v. Stevens (1958) 160 Cal.App. 2d 222, 232, citing 

   Peo. v. Davis (1951) 48 Cal 2d 241, 256 

 

Substantial rights include having a client submit to binding arbitration or settling a lawsuit.  But 

attorneys do have authority to bind their clients as to procedural matters. 

                                        Levy v. Superior Court of Los Angeles (1995) 10 Cal.4
th

 578, 584 

 

Attorney A sues D on behalf of client C.  Attorney B, D’s counsel, makes a settlement offer 

conditioned on C’s waiver of statutory right to attorney fees.  Does B violate any ethical 

obligation by recommending or conveying a fee waiver settlement in the case ?  In general ? 

   Calif. Bar Formal Opn 2009-176 

 

Under California law, only the client may make the decision of whether to accept a settlement. 

   Nehad v. Mukasey (9thCir 2008) 535 F 3d 962, 970, citing 

   Cal. Prof. Conduct Rules 3-500 and 3-510 
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An attorney generally has complete control over questions of trial strategy (e.g., what 

objections to make, motions to file, witnesses to call, questions to ask, arguments to make).  

But when the decision involves the surrender of a fundamental right, rather than use of a 

particular strategy, a personal knowing, and voluntary waiver from the client is required. 

   Downton v. Perini (N.D. Oh. 1981) 511 F. Supp 258, 257 (emphasis added) 

 

See, generally, Fred C. Zacharias, Limits on Clients Autonomy in Legal Ethics Reform, 81 B.U.L. 

Review 199 (2001) 

 

It is well settled that only a client has the authority to define the objectives of representation. 

   See Davis v. State Bar (1983) 33 Cal. 3d 231 

 

A client’s right to reject settlement is “absolute” and “unqualified.” 

   Estate of Falco v. Decker (1987) 188 Cal.App. 3d 1004 

 

Ethical Guidelines For Settlement Negotiations,Section of Litigation, American Bar Association 

2002 

• During settlement negotiations and in concluding a settlement, a lawyer is the client’s 

representation and fiduciary and should act in the client’s best interest and in 

furtherance of the client’s lawful goals. 

• A lawyer’s conduct in negotiating a settlement should be characterized by honor and 

fair-dealing. 

• A lawyer should provide s client with a professional assessment of the advantages and 

disadvantages of a proposed settlement so that the client can make a fully informed 

decision about settlement.  Any effort to assist the client in reaching a decision should 

avoid interference with the client’s ultimate decision-making authority. 

 

Confidentiality 

 

A member’s duty to preserve the confidentiality of client information involves public policies of 

paramount importance. 

   In re Jordan (1974) 12 Cal. 3d 575, 580 

 

The principle of client-lawyer confidentiality applies to information relating to the 

representation, whatever its source, and encompasses matters communicated in confidence by 

the client, and therefore protected by the attorney-client privilege, matters protected by the 

work product doctrine, and matters protected under ethical standards of confidentiality, all as 

established in law, rule, and policy. 

See In the Matter of Johnson (Rev. Dept. 2000) 4 Cal State Bar Ct Rptr 

179;  Goldstein v. Lees (1975) 46 Cal.3d. 614, 621 

 

Attorney Withdrawal 
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A lawyer may not burden the client’s decision making by threatening to withdraw if the client 

does not follow the lawyer’s advice on a fundamentally important matter. 

   Nehad v. Mukasey (9
th

 Cir 2008) 535 F 3d. 962, 971 

 

A lawyer may not withdraw merely because a client refuses to settle. 

Augustson v. Linea Aerea Nacional-Chile S.A. (5
th

 Cir. 1996) 76 F 3d 658, 

663 

In the criminal context, counsel’s threatening to withdraw unless the defendant pleads guilty 

can render the plea involuntary. 

   See Iaea v. Sunn (9
th

 Cir. 1986) 800 F. 2d 861, 866-868 

 

Counsel provides ineffective assistance when he threatens to withdraw if his client exercises his 

right to testify. 

   Nichols v. Butler (11
th

 Cir. 1992) 953 F 2d 1550, 1552 

 

California Supreme Court has remarked that, when an attorney loses faith in his cause, he 

should retire from the case or dismiss the action. 

   Kirsch v. Duryea (1978) 21 Cal 3d 303, 309-310 

 

Fee Agreements 

 

A retainer provision under which, inter alia, the lawyer could withdraw if the client rejected a 

settlement offer the lawyer deemed reasonable was impermissible. 

   Jones v. Feiger, Collison & Killmer (Colo. Ct. App. 1994) 903 P. 2d 27, 34 

   rev’d on other grounds, 926 P. 2d 1244 (Colo. 1996) 

 

A lawyer may not burden a client’s ability to make settlement decisions by structuring the 

representation agreement, so as to allow the lawyer to withdraw, or to ratchet up the cost of 

representation, if the client refuses an offer of settlement. 

   Nehad v. Mukasey (9
th

 Cir. 2008) 535 F. 3d 962, 971 

 

Circumstances under which attorney retains right to compensation, notwithstanding voluntary 

withdrawal from case. 

   53 A.L.R. 5
th

 287 

 

Where fee agreement creates conflict of interest with client. 

   1 Witkin Cal. Proc. Attys §98. 

 

ARTICLE: Setting the Fee When the Client Discharges a Contingent Fee Attorney 

   41 Emory L.J. 367 (1992) 


