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The Welfare and Institutions Code establishes the legal framework for operation of the 
juvenile justice system and rights of minors and parents in juvenile court proceedings. 

DEPENDENCY COURT

Juvenile Dependency Court is the 
branch of the Superior Court which 
hears cases involving allegations of 

parental neglect and/or abuse of 
children under eighteen years of age.

DELINQUENCY COURT

Juvenile Delinquency Court is the 
branch of the Superior Court which 
hears cases involving allegations of 

violations of law committed by children 
under eighteen years of age.



Part 1:  Juvenile Dependency Court

Juvenile Dependency Court

William R. Ridgeway
Family Relations Courthouse

3341 Power Inn Road
Sacramento, CA 95826

(916) 875-3450
www.saccourt.com



Responding When Children May Be In Danger

The law allows law enforcement officers to detain a child up to 48 hours for the child’s 
protection if the officer thinks there is a risk for neglect or abuse.  Such children are usually 
taken to the Children’s Receiving Home.  

When a child is taken into protective custody, a social worker for the Department of Health 
and Human Services, Child Protective Services Division (CPS) provides initial intake 
services in response to reported allegations of child abuse, neglect or exploitation.  Once 
received, CPS determines if it needs to respond immediately, within 24-hours, or within 10 
days.  During the response, CPS identifies the need and type of services to be provided to 
the families and whether a juvenile court petition should be filed, or whether the case is 
appropriate for informal supervision by CPS without court involvement.

In 2005, California child welfare agencies received almost 500,000 reports of suspected 
child abuse and/or neglect.  Sacramento County CPS received 25,000 of those reports, 75% 
of which required an in-person investigation.  Of the investigations, 30% required an 
immediate response while 45% warranted a delayed response.  Approximately 3,700 
children were initially placed into protective custody, and CPS filed a dependency petition 
in court on behalf of about two-thirds of those children.

Juvenile Dependency Court Process

Juvenile court dependency hearings usually begin with children being removed from their 
parents and placed in protective custody.  If the children are not in immediate danger of 
neglect or abuse, and are living with a parent, relative, or friend, they may be allowed to 
remain there pending the court proceedings.
 
CPS files a petition under Section 300, et seq. of the Welfare and Institutions Code (WIC) 
to place a matter before the court.  There are three types of petitions:

Original Petition – filed when there are no previous dependency court petitions 
concerning that child;
Subsequent Petition – filed when a previous dependency petition was found true 
and there are new facts or circumstances, other than those adjudicated in the original 
petition; and
Supplemental Petition – filed when a previous dependency petition was found 
true and there are allegations that the court orders has been ineffective; the petition 
seeks to modify the previous orders of the court and place the child in a more 
restrictive level of care.



In Sacramento County the number of dependency petitions filed in court has increased by 
46.7% over the past three years.  (See Table 1 below.)



Table 1
Dependency Petition Filing Summary – Sacramento Juvenile Dependency Court

PETITION TYPE2000200120022003200420052006Original (WIC 300)
1,633 1,442 1,279 1,276 1,649 2,021 1,906

Subsequ
ent (WIC 
342

64 45 24 9 21 9 40

Supplem
ental 
(WIC 
387)

467 370 353 293 337 375 369

Total 
Filings

2,164 1,857 1,656 1,578 2,007 2,405 2,315

Percent
age 
Change

-14.2% -10.8% -4.7% +27.2% +19.8% -3.7%

Foster Care

If a dependency petition is sustained, the child is frequently placed in foster care.  When 
children enter the foster care system they are placed with relatives, foster families, in group 
homes or other facilities.  For some, foster care is temporary and the children and parents 
are reunited once specific issues are addressed.  For the remainder, the foster care system 
becomes a way of life and the child may remain there until the age of eighteen.  The costs of 

caring for a child in foster care are funded by a blend of federal, state and county sources.  

 In California, about one in five children who enter foster care are reunited with their 
families within six months, but approximately one in four children will remain in care for 
42 months or longer.  

In California, 80% of children entering foster care were removed from their homes for 
neglect related reasons, primarily due to substance abuse by the parent.  In 
Sacramento, approximately 87% were removed for those same reasons.

More than 55% of children entering foster care in California are age 5 years or under.  
The same is true for Sacramento County.

About 37% of all children in California who enter foster care are placed with a relative.  
In Sacramento County, approximately 28% are placed with a relative.  About 13% of 
all foster children reside in group home or other facility, rather than a foster family 
home setting.

Because so many children remain in the foster care system for long periods, there are 



more than 79,000 children in California’s foster care system each day.  In Sacramento, 
there are about 4,300 children in foster care.

Of the children in foster care in California, only about 24% will eventually reunify 
with their parents.  An additional 9% will be adopted.  In Sacramento County, about 
20% of the children will reunify with their parents and an additional 5.6% (245 
children) will be adopted.

Dependency Drug Court

Components of Dependency Drug Court (October 1, 2001 – September 30, 2006)

Immediate identification of alcohol and drug problems by social workers
Prompt assessment and placement in treatment services (usually within 2-5 working days);
A full continuum of alcohol and drug treatment services;
Intensive recovery management provided by the Specialized Treatment and Recovery 
Services Program (STARS);
Timely use of incentives and progressive sanctions;
Phase I (mandatory): Drug Court hearings at 30, 60, and 90 day intervals to monitor 
compliance and ensure accountability;
Phase II and III (voluntary): More frequent Drug Court hearings for parents who are in 
need of additional support and monitoring in order to succeed.

Dependency Drug Court Outcomes:

Family reunification rates after participating in Drug Court have been compared to the 
reunification rates for substance abuse related cases before Drug Court was initiated in 
2001. 

Before Drug Court, 18.5% of parents with substance abuse problems reunified with 
their children within 12 months (the presumed maximum federally funded 
reunification period for most children); Drug Court participants almost doubled that 
rate (35.3% of families).

Before Drug Court, 24.9% of parents with substance abuse problems reunified with 
their children within 18 months (the maximum federally funded reunification period 
for all children, after which termination of parental rights must be considered); Drug 
Court participants increased that rate by 79.5% (44.7% of families).

Over a four year period of Drug Court, $10,718,758 million in foster care 
expenditures were avoided due to the higher 12-month reunification rates alone.



Over that four year period, over 90 babies were born, all of whom were substance 
free.  The cost savings attributed to avoiding hospital care, foster care and special 
education for “drug babies” are significant. However, due to resource limitations in 
the evaluation component of Drug Court, we cannot calculate the specific savings of 
those ongoing costs were the babies to have been affected by substance abuse at 
birth.

The reunification of families was accomplished safely, without endangering the 
children.  In cases where the parent completed Drug Court and the children were 
returned home, dependency petitions for subsequent neglect or abuse were later 
filed in only 1.9% of the cases.   



Part 2:  Juvenile Delinquency Court

Juvenile Delinquency Court
B.T. Collins Juvenile Center

9605 Kiefer Blvd.
Sacramento, CA 95827

Helpful Information:
Juvenile Court (916) 876-7754 or 875-5686

Juvenile Court Web site HYPERLINK "http://www.saccourt.com" 
www.saccourt.com

Probation Department – Youth 
Detention

(916) 916) 875-5085

Probation Department Web site HYPERLINK "http://
www.probation.saccounty.net" www.probation.saccounty.net



Juvenile Delinquency Court Process

A child under the age of 18 is “delinquent” if he/she commits an act that would be a crime if 
committed by an adult.  

Law enforcement officers refer such matters to the Probation Department, rather than to the 
District Attorney directly.  The Probation Officer determines whether the matter 
warrants only informal responses and/or supervision by the Probation Department, 
without court action, or whether a formal delinquency petition should be filed in court.  
If a petition is sought by the Probation Department, the case is referred to the District 
Attorney by the Probation Officer. 

 
If the minor was detained in the Juvenile Hall after the arrest, the Probation Department and 

District Attorney must complete the petition filing process within 48 hours and a 
“detention hearing” is held the next day.  In juvenile proceedings the minor is not 
entitled to bail

If the minor is not detained at the time of a citation arrest, the petition is filed approximately 
one week after the Probation Officer’s decision to refer the matter to the District 
Attorney and the “arraignment hearing” is held that day. (See Diagram 1 below.) 

In juvenile court proceedings minors do not have a right to trial by jury.  If the charges are 
found true at a “jurisdictional hearing,” either by the minor’s “admission” (the 
equivalent of a guilty plea in adult court), or by a trial before a judge, the petition is 
“sustained” and the minor comes within the jurisdiction of the court. 

Once the petition is sustained the court may hold a “dispositional hearing” (the equivalent 
of sentencing in adult court) and order a six-month in-home probation without making 
the minor a ward of the court, or may declare the minor a ward of the court and place 
him/her on probation up to age 21 in most cases, during which the court has the 
authority to remove the minor from the home.  

Diagram 1
Delinquency Case Processing Timeline
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Graduated Sanctions

Juvenile services in Sacramento County utilize prevention, early intervention, intermediate 
sanctions, treatment, and punishment sanctions.  The continuum of graduated sanctions 
provides community-based sanctions, including surveillance and supervision.  Prevention-



building involves a partnership of schools, juvenile justice professionals, and other 
community groups.  (See Diagrams 2 and 3 below.)

For less serious matters, the minor may remain with parent(s) under certain conditions of 
probation, such as obtaining counseling, performing community service or work 
project.

For more serious matters, the minor may be ordered committed to the Probation 
Department’s Warren E. Thornton Youth Center, Day Reporting Center, or Boys 
Ranch to complete their programs, or may be ordered to complete an out-of-state 
placement program at a reform school type facility.

The most serious juvenile matters can result in a multi-year commitment to the California 
Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation, Juvenile Justice Facility (the former 
California Youth Authority).  

Diagram 2
Graduated Sanctions and Services
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Diagram 3
Continuum of Sanctions and Services

Counsel and Release Probation Officer reprimand

Intervention Field citation; referral to community-based 
services

Diversion Informal probation; Neighborhood 
Accountability Boards; Youth Peer Court 
Program 

Community Supervision Gang violence and truancy suppression 
units; intensive probation supervision; 
placement aftercare

Non-Secure Detention Boys Ranch, Warren E. Thornton Youth 
Center; Integrated Model for Placement 
Assessment, Case Management and 
Treatment (IMPACT); Day Reporting 
Center (this facility is non-residential

Placement Foster/group home; relative; highly 
structured placement

Secure Corrections Department of Juvenile Justice (formerly 
California Youth Authority); Juvenile Hall 

Adult Prosecution Juveniles tried as adults

Juvenile Delinquency Statistics

Arrest Rates

Generally, Sacramento has seen a decreasing rate of juvenile felony and misdemeanor 
arrests for crime by juveniles since 1996.  In the past five years, misdemeanor arrests are 
down 24.1% and felony arrests are down 11.1%. (See Table 2 below). 

57% of arrests result in a booking into the Juvenile Hall.  The remaining 43% are “cited” to 
court. 

 
Annually, the Probation Department diverts approximately 20% of the referrals from the 



formal court process.  Some of the diversion options that are utilized include Peer Court, 
Neighborhood Accountability Boards, six-month informal supervision, counseling, and 
community service. 



Table 2
Sacramento County Juvenile Felony and Misdemeanor Arrests

YEAR FELONY 
ARRESTS

MISDEMEAN
OR 

ARRESTS

TOTAL 
ARRESTS

PERCENT 
CHANGE

2000 2,572 5,362 7,934
2001 2,496 5,078 7,574 -4.5%
2002 2,329 4,439 6,768 -10.6%
2003 2,295 4,670 6,965 +2.9%
2004 2,471 4,285 6,756 -3.0%
2005 2,286 4,069 6,355 -5.9%

Court Petitions

Including arrests for crimes and petitions for violations of probation, there are 
approximately 6,000 referrals made to the juvenile court annually. (See Table 3 below.) 
The types of charges filed in juvenile court include:
 

Original Petitions (crimes committed by minors who are not on probation at the 
time)
Subsequent Petitions (crimes committed by minors who are on probation at the 
time)
Violation of Probation Motions (requests to impose sanctions for not obeying 
court orders imposed as a condition of probation)
  

Table 3
Sacramento County Juvenile Court Petitions
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Commitments to the State Facility

Commitments to the state California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation, 
Division of Juvenile Justice (formerly CYA) have decreased substantially over the past 
fifteen years. (See Table 4 below.)

Table 4
Sacramento County Commitments to

California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation,
Division of Juvenile Facilities (formerly CYA)
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Juvenile Offenders Tried as Adults

Prior to March 2000, a person under the age of eighteen years old could only be 
tried in the adult criminal court if a motion to declare the person unfit for juvenile 
court was made in the juvenile court and granted by the juvenile court judge.  

On January 1, 2000, legislation was enacted (Senate Bill 334, Chapter 996, Statutes 
of 1999) and on March 8, 2000, the voters of California passed Proposition 21, 
enacting Welfare & Institutions Code sections 602(b) and 707(d).  Those sections 
give the District Attorney authority to directly file specific crimes allegedly 
committed by minors 14 through 17 years of age in the adult criminal court, without 
review by the juvenile court.  

Annually, between 1995 and 1999, before Proposition 21 permitted direct filing in 
adult court, an average of 33.0 cases per year filed in the adult criminal court after a 
motion was granted in the juvenile court finding the minor unfit for juvenile court.  
Since then, between 2001 and 2006, an average of 50.3 cases per year have been 
directly filed by the District Attorney charging persons under the age of 18 with an 
adult criminal charge.  In addition, an average of 4.7 fitness motions per year have 
been granted by juvenile court judges to remand minors to adult court. (See Table 5 
below.)

Table 5
Sacramento County Juveniles Tried as Adults

Year Juvenile Court 
Granted Motion 

for Unfitness

District Attorney 
Direct File in 

Criminal Court 
(Prop. 21)*

Total Charged as 
Adults

Monthly Average

1995 91 NA 91 7.6
1996 47 NA 47 3.9
1997 66 NA 66 5.5
1998 44 NA 44 3.7
1999 28 NA 28 2.3
2000* 14 37 51 4.3
2001 7 45 52 4.3
2002 6 34 40 3.3
2003 3 47 50 4.2
2004 2 48 50 4.2
2005 4 56 60 5.0
2006 6 72 78 6.5



* Proposition 21 passed and became effective March 8, 2000

 Still In Our Hands: A Review of Efforts to Reform Foster Care in California, Little 
Hoover Commission, February 2003.  In fiscal year 1998, the federal government allocated 
$3,539684,204 to the states for foster care through Title IV-E of the Social Security Act.   
California received $874,343,575 (24.7% of the federal Title IV-E appropriation) to help 
fund foster care placement for both dependency children and delinquent and minors.
 Ibid.

Superior Court of California, County of Sacramento
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Juvenile Court Presentation

Other Helpful Phone Numbers:

Child Abuse Reporting – 24 Hours………………….…….875-5437
Youth & Family Crisis Counseling – 24 Hours……….…..875-0560
  (Neighborhood Alternative Center)
Juvenile Dependency Court………………………….……875-3450


