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Rules of professional Responsibility: Excerpts
1. Rule 2-100. Communication With a Represented Party
(A) While representing a client, a member shall not communicate directly or 
indirectly about the subject of the representation with a party the member knows 
to be represented by another lawyer in the matter, unless the member has the 
consent of the other lawyer.
2. Rule 3-100. Confidential Information of a Client
(A) A member shall not reveal information protected from disclosure by 
Business and Professions Code section 6068, subdivision (e)(1) without the 
informed consent of the client, or as provided in paragraph (B) of this rule…
3. Rule 3-110. Failing to Act Competently.
(A) A member shall not intentionally, recklessly, or repeatedly fail to perform 
legal services with competence. (B) For purposes of this rule, "competence" in 
any legal service shall mean to apply the 1) diligence, 2) learning and skill, and 
3) mental, emotional, and physical ability reasonably necessary for the 
performance of such service.(C) If a member does not have sufficient learning 
and skill when the legal service is undertaken, the member may nonetheless 
perform such services competently by 1) associating with or, where appropriate, 
professionally consulting another lawyer reasonably believed to be competent, 
or 2) by acquiring sufficient learning and skill before performance is required.
4. Rule 3-310. Avoiding the Representation of Adverse Interests
 (B) A member shall not accept or continue representation of a client without 
providing written disclosure to the client where:(1) The member has a legal, 
business, financial, professional, or personal relationship with a party or witness 
in the same matter; or (2) The member knows or reasonably should know that:
(a) the member previously had a legal, business, financial, professional, or 
personal relationship with a party or witness in the same matter; and
(b) the previous relationship would substantially affect the member's 
representation; or. . .(C) A member shall not, without the informed written 
consent of each client: (1) Accept representation of more than one client in a 
matter in which the interests of the clients potentially conflict; or
(2) Accept or continue representation of more than one client in a matter in 
which the interests of the clients actually conflict; or (3) Represent a client in a 
matter and at the same time in a separate matter accept as a client a person or 
entity whose interest in the first matter is adverse to the client in the first matter.  
(F) A member shall not accept compensation for representing a client from one 
other than the client unless: (1) There is no interference with the member's 
independence of professional judgment or with the client-lawyer relationship; 
and(2) Information relating to representation of the client is protected as 
required by Business and Professions Code section 6068, subdivision (e); and 



(3) The member obtains the client's informed written consent, provided that no 
disclosure or consent is required if: (a) such nondisclosure is otherwise 
authorized by law; or (b) the member is rendering legal services on behalf of 
any public agency which provides legal services to other public agencies or the 
public.
5. Rule 3-500. Communication
A member shall keep a client reasonably informed about significant 
developments relating to the employment or representation, including promptly 
complying with reasonable requests for information and copies of significant 
documents when necessary to keep the client so informed.
6. Rule 5-200. Trial Conduct
In presenting a matter to a tribunal, a member:
Shall employ, for the purpose of maintaining the causes confided to the member 
such means only as are consistent with truth;(B) Shall not seek to mislead the 
judge, judicial officer, or jury by an artifice or false statement of fact or law. . .
7. Cases:
The Juvenile Court is the Most Important Division of the Court
Renee S. v. Superior Ct. (1999) 76 Cal.App.4th 187, 195, citing Jeff M. v. 

Superior Ct. (1997) 56 Cal.App.4th 1238.); In re Jeff M.(1997)  56 Cal. App. 4th 
1238,1243.
Representing the Best Interests Versus Wishes – 

In Dependency Cases: In re Zamar G, (2007) 153 Cal.App.4th 1253 – 
concluding that the primary duty of dependency counsel representing 
minors is to advocate for their best interests, rather than the wishes of the 
minors. (See Rule 5.660; WIC §§ 317, 317.6, 16010.6, 366.26.) 
In Delinquency:  Rule 5.663. Responsibilities of children's counsel in 
delinquency proceedings:  (a) Purpose This rule is designed to ensure 
public safety and the protection of the child's best interest at every stage of 
the delinquency proceedings by clarifying the role of the child's counsel in 
delinquency proceedings (b) Responsibilities of counsel  A child's counsel 
is charged in general with defending the child against the allegations in all 
petitions filed in delinquency proceedings and with advocating, within the 
framework of the delinquency proceedings, that the child receive care, 
treatment, and guidance consistent with his or her best interest. 
(c) Right to representation A child is entitled to have the child's interests 
represented by counsel at every stage of the proceedings, including post 
dispositional hearings. d) Limits to responsibilities A child's counsel is not 
required: (1) INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.courtinfo.ca.gov/images/
1pixel.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET To assume the responsibilities of a 
probation officer, social worker, parent, or guardian; (2) INCLUDEPICTURE 
"http://www.courtinfo.ca.gov/images/1pixel.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET To 
provide nonlegal services to the child; or (3) INCLUDEPICTURE "http://
www.courtinfo.ca.gov/images/1pixel.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET To 
represent the child in any proceedings outside of the delinquency 
proceedings. . (See generally, WIC §§ 202, 265, 633, 634, 634.6, 679, 700.)



LOCAL RULES
Consult the Local Rules before accepting an appointment to or a retainer for a 
juvenile case. The Rules are very specific about substitution of counsel and 
other matters. (See 17.37 Motions To Relieve Counsel. 17.25 Minimum 
Standards Of Experience, Education And Training.) 

Juvenile Court Overview
Juvenile Dependency
Juvenile Dependency Court is the branch of the Superior Court which hears cases involving neglected 
and/or abused children.  6 Referees hear the cases at the William Ridgeway Family Relations Courthouse.
A dependency case usually begins with a child removed from their parent and placed in protective custody.  
The law allows law enforcement to detain a child up to 72 hours for their protection if the officer believes 
there is imminent risk of neglect or abuse. 
Welfare and Institutions Code Sections 290 through 399 (“WIC”) set forth the procedural and statutory 
guidelines for handling a dependency case. (See CRC 5.500 through 5.740.) 
Dependency law is not intended to intrude inappropriately into family life or prohibit the use of reasonable 
methods of parental discipline, or to prescribe a particular method of parenting. The focus is on preserving 
the family and protecting the child, not prosecuting the parent.  
For disposition, a full array of social and health services may be provided throughout the process in order 
to help the child and family address the issues that lead to the court proceedings.
Court involvement is often the last step for many families as child welfare agencies are tasked to first offer 
the family voluntary services that will ameliorate the abuse or neglect.  However, in cases where the family 
is resistant to voluntary services or where the child cannot be safely maintained in the family home, court 
involvement is required to protect the child.  
Jurisdiction:  is established when the court finds by a preponderance of the evidence that the child is 
described by at least one of the ten subdivisions enumerated in WIC § 300(a-j). The Department of Health 
and Human Services (DHHS) files a petition to place a matter before the court. The average number of 
filings per month for the previous eight years was 132 filings per month. In December 2008, the monthly 
average reached 235 filings per month. The filing rate for 2008 is 90 percent higher than the average 
filing rate for 2000 – 2007. 

Table 1 Dependency Petition Filing Summary 2004-2008

Disposition: After determining the truth of the petition, the court must determine if a child may safely 
remain or be returned home to the parent with services, and if not, the child may be placed with a relative 
or enter the foster care system. For most, foster care is temporary and children and parents are reunited once 
specific issues are addressed through reunification services 
Family Reunification Services: at disposition, the court will order the parent and child to attend and 
participate in social services designed to ameliorate the reasons for the child’s initial removal from the 
parent. These services are time limited and provided by DHHS. If a parent is unable to reunify in the 
statutory timeframe, the court selects a permanent plan, with adoption the preferred manner of permanence. 
There are approximately 4300 foster children in Sacramento County.
Juvenile Delinquency
The Juvenile Delinquency Court is the branch of the Superior Court that hears cases involving a child 
under the age of 18 who commits an act that would be a crime if committed by an adult. 4 Judges and 1 
Referee hear these matters at the new Juvenile Courthouse. These proceedings are also governed by the 
WIC, but require extensive knowledge of the Penal Code as well.  
Jurisdiction: The District Attorney initiates the proceedings by filing a petition to declare the minor a 
ward. The court must find the charges true beyond a reasonable doubt, or dismiss them.  
Disposition: If the charges are found true, either through admission or by a trial of the facts, the minor 
may be removed from the home. For lesser crimes, the minor may remain with parent(s) under certain 
conditions of probation, detained in juvenile hall for a limited term or placed in any of a variety of 
programs.  For more serious crimes, the delinquent may be ordered committed to the Sacramento County 
Boys Ranch or the Division of Juvenile Facilities, (DJF) the state prison system for juveniles.  For some 
crimes, a minor who meets the criteria set for in the Welfare and Institutions Code may be tried and 
sentenced as an adult. 



Graduated Sanctions: Sacramento County utilizes prevention, early intervention, intermediate sanctions, 
treatment and punishment sanctions.  The sanctions stress community-based options including surveillance 
and supervision.  Prevention involves a partnership of schools, juvenile justice professionals and 
community groups.  Transfers to adult court involve juvenile offenders who commit the most serious and 
violent crimes.  This enables the juvenile court to focus its efforts and resources on the larger group of at-
risk youth and less serious offenders who can benefit from a wide range of effective intervention strategies.
Delinquency Court Petition Summary:  In 2008, the Courts adjudicated an average of 438 petitions a 
month, a decrease of 11% in total petition filings over 2007. (See Table 2.)
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 There are three types of petitions: 1) an Original Petition, filed when there are no previous dependency petitions; 2) 
Subsequent Petition, filed on a current dependent of the court that alleges new facts or circumstances other than those under 
the original petition; and 3) a Supplemental Petition, filed when the allegation is that the previous placement order has been 
ineffective in the protection or rehabilitation of the child. 
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