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WEBSITE RESOURCES 

 

 

 

“An Analysis of Rules that Enable Lawyers to Serve Pro Se Litigants.” ABA Standing 
Committee on the Delivery of Legal Services (June 2009) 
 
http://www.abanet.org/legalservices/delivery/downloads/prose_white_paper.pdf 
 

The paper discusses recently adopted provisions of the ABA Model Rules of Professional 
Conduct, as well as several rules within the states' ethics codes and rules of procedure. 
Issues include document preparation, limited court appearances and withdrawal 
procedures and proper communications between lawyers and pro se litigants.  The 
worksheet is designed to assist other policy-makers to comprehensively address this 
fundamental shift in the delivery of legal services from a system that mandates litigants to 
either have lawyers or go it alone to one where lawyers can agree with their clients to 
provide services along a continuum of legal needs. 

 
 
“Handling Cases Involving Self-Represented Litigants: A Benchguide for Judicial Officers. 
Center for Families, Children, and the Courts. California Administrative Office of the 
Courts (January 2007).   
 
http://www.nlada.org/DMS/Documents/1176151729.08/CA%20pro%20se%20Benchbook.pdf 
 

This comprehensive bench guide, the first of its kind, was designed to help judicial 
officers handle the increase in cases involving self-represented litigants. Twelve chapters 
of helpful suggestions are provided, along with sample scripts and checklists.  

 
 
“Core Materials on Self-Represented Litigation Innovation.”  Self Represented Litigation 
Network (December 2006) 
 
http://www.ajs.org/prose/South%20Central%20Notebook%20Contents/Tab%208/Core%20Mate
rials.pdf 
 

This site provides an extensive annotation of materials on self-represented litigants. 

http://www.abanet.org/legalservices/delivery/downloads/prose_white_paper.pdf
http://www.nlada.org/DMS/Documents/1176151729.08/CA pro se Benchbook.pdf
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“The Future of Self-Represented Litigation:  Report from the March 2005 Summit.”  
National Center for State Courts (2005). 
 
http://contentdm.ncsconline.org/cgi-bin/showfile.exe?CISOROOT=/accessfair&CISOPTR=24 
 

This publication provides a wide range of papers describing several innovative solutions 
to meeting the needs of pro se litigants as well as provides various statistics. 

 
 
Ninth Circuit Judicial Council, Task Force on Self-Represented Litigants (October 2005) 
 
http://www.ce9.uscourts.gov/publications/prose/FinalTaskForceReport.pdf?OpenDocument 
http://www.ce9.uscourts.gov/publications/prose/reports.html 
 

In late 2002, the Task Force was charged with evaluating existing and alternative 
approaches to managing the growing number of pro se cases in the federal courts. The 
Task Force published its recommendations in a report that was endorsed by the Ninth 
Circuit Judicial Council in 2005. The Pro Se Implementation Committee was appointed 
in 2006 to implement the recommendations made by the Task Force. The implementation 
committee submitted an interim report to the judicial council in February 2009. 

 
 
"Lawyerless, But Not Alone." Kathleen E. O’Leary, Californ ia Courts Review (Fall 2005) 
 
http://www.courtinfo.ca.gov/reference/documents/CCR_05Fall_051031.pdf 
 

This article describes efforts in California to meet the needs of pro se litigants through 
self-help centers, including a discussion on how these efforts benefit the entire 
community.  

 
 
"Judicial Techniques for Cases Involving Self-Represented Litigants."  Albrecht, Rebecca 
A. et al.  Judges` Journal 42, no. 1 (Winter 2003) 
 
http://www.zorza.net/JudicalTech.JJWi03.pdf   

 
Judicial neutrality is discussed, along with a proposed protocol for judicial officers and 
case law.  
 
 

"Self Represented Litigants and Court and Legal Services Responses to their Needs: What 
We Know."  Greacen, John, Center for Families, Children, and the Courts, California 
Administrative Office of the Courts (2003) 
 
http://www.courtinfo.ca.gov/programs/cfcc/pdffiles/SRLwhatweknow.pdf 
 

http://www.ce9.uscourts.gov/publications/prose/FinalTaskForceReport.pdf?OpenDocument
http://www.ce9.uscourts.gov/publications/prose/reports.html
http://www.zorza.net/JudicalTech.JJWi03.pdf
http://www.courtinfo.ca.gov/programs/cfcc/pdffiles/SRLwhatweknow.pdf
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This article provides a review of what we know about self-represented litigants to date, 
and how the courts and legal services are responding to their needs. Statistics are 
provided from various jurisdictions.  

 
 
Description of California Courts’ Programs for Self-Represented Litigants.”  Bonnie Rose 
Hough for International Legal Aid Group – Harvard (June 2003) 
 
http://www.courtinfo.ca.gov/programs/equalaccess/documents/harvard.pdf 
  

California’s courts, faced with an ever-increasing number of litigants without legal 
counsel, are responding with a variety of innovative strategies that may be incorporated 
into an overall strategy of increasing access to justice.  This paper attempts to describe the 
strategies and the context in which they operate. 

 
 
“Proposed Protocol to Be Used by Judicial Officers During Hearings Involving Pro Se 
Litigants.”  Pro Se Implementation Committee, Conference of Chief Justices (2002)   
 
http://www.ajs.org/prose/pdfs/Proposed_Protocol.pdf 
 

Ten guidelines are provided as a proposed protocol for judges to use in court when 
dealing with the self-represented.  

 
 
“Final Report on the Joint Task Force on Pro Se Litigation.”  Conference of Chief Justices 
and Conference of State Court Administrators (July 2002) 
   
http://www.ncsconline.org/WC/Publications/Res_ProSe_FinalReportProSeTaskForcePub.pdf 
 

The Task Force found that recent increases in the number of self-represented litigants – 
although limited primarily to family law, small claims, and misdemeanor cases – make 
significant demands on both court resources and on the ability of judicial officers and 
court staff to provide an opportunity for a fair hearing while maintaining ethical 
requirements of judicial neutrality and objectivity.  

 
 
"Position Paper on Self-Represented Litigants." Conference of State Court Administrators 
(August 2000) 
 
http://cosca.ncsc.dni.us/WhitePapers/selfreplitigation.pdf 
 

Issues regarding self-representation and its impact on the courts are discussed.  Eleven 
recommendations are then outlined.  

 

http://www.courtinfo.ca.gov/programs/equalaccess/documents/harvard.pdf
http://www.ajs.org/prose/pdfs/Proposed_Protocol.pdf
http://www.ncsconline.org/WC/Publications/Res_ProSe_FinalReportProSeTaskForcePub.pdf
http://cosca.ncsc.dni.us/WhitePapers/selfreplitigation.pdf
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Statewide Action Plan for Serving Self-Represented Litigants, Judicial Council of 
California, Task Force on Self-Represented Litigants (undated) 
 
http://www.courtinfo.ca.gov/programs/cfcc/pdffiles/Full_Report.pdf 
 

The Task Force analyzed action plans to provide assistance to self-represented litigants that 
were developed by local trial courts, consulted with Judicial Council advisory committees 
on subject matter concerns, and met with experts on serving self-represented litigants.  It 
makes recommendations designed to assist California’s courts to continue their leadership 
role in creating operational systems that work well for the timely, cost-effective and fair 
management of cases involving self-represented litigants and in improving access to justice 
for the public.   

 
 
“Helping Pro Se Litigants Help Themselves, Maryland Legal Assistance Network.”  Ayn H. 
Crawley, Maryland Legal Assistance Network (undated) 
 
http://www.courtinfo.ca.gov/programs/cfcc/pdffiles/HelpThemselves.pdf 
 

This outline is designed to provide a brief overview of the trends in pro se litigation and the 
he responses by the courts and the legal community, particularly in the area of technology. It is 
complemented by material on two websites:  www.unbundledlaw.com and www.people-law.org 

 

 

Standing Committee on the Delivery of Legal Services, American Bar Association 

(undated) 

 

http://www.abanet.org/legalservices/delivery/downloads/training.html 

 
This site provides a variety of resources, including an “Unbundling Training Program” 
and archived programs. 

 
 
Self-Representation Resource Guide, National Center for State Courts (undated) 
 
http://www.ncsconline.org/wc/CourTopics/ResourceGuide.asp?topic=ProSe 
 
 This site provides links to on-line resource guides. 
 
 
Pro Se Legal Representation in the United States, Wikipedia 
 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pro_se_legal_representation_in_the_United_States 

 
This site provides links to on-line resource guides. 

http://www.courtinfo.ca.gov/programs/cfcc/pdffiles/Full_Report.pdf
http://www.courtinfo.ca.gov/programs/cfcc/pdffiles/HelpThemselves.pdf
http://www.unbundledlaw.com/
http://www.people-law.org/
http://www.ncsconline.org/wc/CourTopics/ResourceGuide.asp?topic=ProSe
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pro_se_legal_representation_in_the_United_States

