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WHO WANTS THE MONEY??!!

ACT I

(On stage, there are three podiums set up, facing the audience. Behind the podiums, also 
facing the audience is a large sign that says “WHO WANTS THE MONEY??!!” The 
lights are down. Somewhere visible to the audience, there is a scoreboard showing a 
running tally of the amounts won by each of the contestants. The Jeopardy music begins to 
play in the background. Suddenly, the lights come on full and the music increases in 
volume.)

OFF-STAGE ANNOUNCER

Welcome, ladies and gentlemen to America’s favorite game show, “Who Wants the 
Money??!!” And now here’s America’s favorite game show host, here’s Alex Carwreck! 

CARWRECK

(Carwreck runs onto stage.) Hi! Hi! Hi!  Welcome! Welcome! Welcome, to our studio 
audience and to all of you at home.  This is America’s favorite game show, “Who Wants 
the Money??!!” And I am America’s favorite game show host, Alex Carwreck. We’ll meet 
our contestants in just a minute, but first: Announcer Johnny Unctuous, explain to our 
audience watching at home how they can play “Who Wants the Money??!!”  sitting right in 
their living rooms tonight!”

OFF-STAGE ANNOUNCER

Uh…well… Alex. Actually, they…uh…they can’t play at home. You have to be a 
contestant on the show to play.

CARWRECK

That’s right, Johnny Unctuous. If you’re watching at home, you can’t play. What were you 
thinking, you couch potatoes? Get a life! Alright, Johnny Unctuous, let’s meet our first 
contestant.

OFF-STAGE ANNOUNCER

Alex, she’s a housewife from Dayton, Ohio. Her hobbies are macramé, needlepoint and 
collecting WWF action figures.  Please say hello to Mary Jane Miasma!



CARWRECK
  
(Mary Jane Miasma walks on stage, and takes her place at one of the podiums.) 

Hi. Hi. Hi. Welcome. Welcome. Welcome, Mary Jane Miasma. So you’re a housewife 
from Dayton, Ohio.

MIASMA

Yes, Alex, I’m a stay at home mom. I want to be there for my children.

CARWRECK

Wonderful. Wonderful. You have children. How many?

MIASMA

We have three children, Alex. 

CARWRECK

Three children.

MIASMA

Three children. One of each.

CARWRECK

One of each?

MIASMA

One of each.  A boy. A girl. And one who looks like Jay-Allen Eisen.

CARWRECK

Well it’s probably good that you stopped at three.

MIASMA



Yes, we had to stop at three, Alex.

CARWRECK

Had to stop? Why?
MIASMA

It’s a well known fact, Alex, that every fourth child in the world is born in Communist 
China. And we just couldn’t afford the air fare.

CARWRECK

Uh, right Mary Ann. Now let’s meet our next contestant. Johnny Unctuous…??

OFF-STAGE ANNOUNCER

Alex, he’s a garbage truck driver from Passayunk, New Jersey. In his spare time, he 
collects socket wrenches and burns tires. Please welcome Broderick Battlebottom! 

CARWRECK
 
Hi! Hi! Hi! Welcome! Welcome! Welcome, Broderick Battlebottom. So, Broderick, you 
drive a garbage truck?

BATTLEBOTTOM

Not a garbage truck, Alex. A solid waste refuse transport system!

CARWRECK

So, Broderick, you drive a solid waste refuse transport system?

BATTLEBOTTOM

YES I DO!

CARWRECK

You obviously enjoy your work, Broderick.

BATTLEBOTTOM



YES I DO!

CARWRECK

What do you like about driving a…a solid waste refuse transport system?

BATTLEBOTTOM

I love the smell of diesel in the morning! Let me tell you, Alex.
[Broderick steps up and puts his arm around Alex, who is clearly horrified at the 
embrace.] 

There’s nothing in life like steering your own little honey wagon out to the county landfill 
at dawn. You come up over that rise, and suddenly a stiff breeze blows a snoot full of 
landfill perfume right up your nose. You take a big deep breath and, man, you can feel the 
burn all the way down. And then you see that big red balloon of the sun coming up over 
the horizon, burning the morning mist off a mountain of Grade A garbage: rotten 
vegetables; old diapers; cast away kitty litter.  And just when you think it can’t possibly get 
any better, you look to the west and a formation of seagulls, God’s own scavengers, comes 
swoopin’ in for breakfast….CAW! CAW! CAW!   

Try it once, Alex. I swear, you’ll never wanna come back.

CARWRECK

[Breaking free. Dusting himself off. Speaking nervously because Broderick is obviously a 
crazy person.]

Yes. Yes I see. Thank you, Broderick. Good luck tonight. Johnny Unctuous. Let’s meet 
our third and final contestant.

OFFSTAGE ANNOUNCER

Alex, from Dubuque, Iowa. She’s a masseuse and chiropractor. Her hobbies are aroma 
therapy and leatherwork with steel studs. Say hello to Wanda Tunbuntowski! 

CARWRECK

[Wanda comes out. It’s a guy in drag. Wanda  stomps out wearing high heels.] Hi. Hi. Hi. 
Welcome. Welcome. Welcome, Wanda Tunbuntowski. So you’re a chiropractor.

TUNBUNTOWSKI



Yah. Wanda ist Chiropractor. You see. 

[Turns her back to Carwreck.] 

Feel Wanda’s spine. Straight, huh. You bet! 

[Carwreck, reluctantly, reaches out to touch her spine. Wanda wiggles around a little, 
clearly enjoying his touch.] 

Ho boy. You gotta nice hands, Alex Carwreck. You maka Wanda feel like a natural 
woman! Grrrrrrr! Alex  Carwreck, Wanda give you a full body adjustment, you steaming 
hunk of burning funk. No charge!
[Wanda steps around behind him, her back to his. She locks arms, bends over, and hoists 
him off the ground – his back resting on her back. ]

CARWRECK

Wait! Urgghh. Ahhh. Ohhh. Arrgghh.

[Wanda sets him down.]

Good.  Thanks. Well.

[Wanda steps behind him. She braces one arm across his chest, and takes his chin in the 
opposite hand, and gives his head a sharp twist back and forth.]

No. Noooo. Urgghh. Ahhh. Ohhh.Arrgghh!

TUNBUNTOWSKI

[Wanda lets go of him.] You like Wanda, huh, Alex Carwreck? Wanda like Alex. [Barks 
like a dog.]

CARWRECK

[Looking shaken, testing his jaw, shaking his arms out, and speaking to the audience.] 
Yes. Well. Thanks so much, Wanda. Take your place and we’ll begin the first round of 
“Who Wants the Money??!!” You know the rules. We will show you a scene.   After the 
scene is over, you sound your alarm and give us the question. If you’ve got the right 
question, you win some of the money. Suppose, for example, that Actor 1 says, “Drat, I 
just landed on Boardwalk.” And Actor 2 says, “I have two hotels. Pay me.”  The correct 
response from you is the question, “What is monopoly?”  The contestant with the right 
answer will be credited with $10,000 and the running totals for each of our contestants will 



will be shown on our WHO WANTS THE  MONEY??!! scoreboard. Got it? Good. Are 
each of you ready with your alarm?

Mary Jane Miasma?

MIASMA

[She rings a cowbell.]

CARWRECK

Broderick Battlebottom?

BATTLEBOTTOM

[He blows into a party blowout that unfurls and makes a sound when you blow.] 

CARWRECK

Wanda Tunbuntowski?

TUNBUNTOWSKI

[She twirls a party noise maker that makes a ratcheting sound.]

CARWRECK

Alright, here’s our first scene:

[Show the first 3:53 of The Godfather II bribery scene. http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=o0ivgQGdAOY]

That’s our scene, contestants. Ready. Set. WHO WANTS THE MONEY??!!

[All three contestants sound their alarms.]

Broderick Battlebottom. I think you were first.

BATTLEBOTTOM

What is the true meaning of “Family Values?”



[Flat horn sounds.]

CARWRECK

No, I’m sorry. Wanda Tunbuntowski?

TUNBUNTOWSKI

Wanda’s question ees, “Does Al Pacino have bedroom eyes or what?”

[Flat horn sounds.]

CARWRECK

That’s incorrect.

Mary Jane Miasma?

MIASMA

What is a solicitation to bribery?

CARWRECK

“What is a solicitation to bribery?” is correct. Congratulations, Mary Jane Miasma. Mary 
Jane is first on the scoreboard with one right answer and $10,000. Alright, let’s move to 
our next scene. For this scene, we turn to our WHO WANTS THE MONEY??!! Troupe 
of Actors. Troupe, let’s have our next scene.  

[Enter Actor 1 and Actor 2.] 

ACTOR 1

Well hello, Senator.

ACTOR 2

Hello lobbyist.

ACTOR 1

Nice weather we’re having, Senator.



ACTOR 2

Very nice weather, Lobbyist.

ACTOR 1

Would you like a lot of money, Senator? [Reaches into his or her pocket to pull out great 
piles of cash and hand them to the Senator.]

ACTOR 2

[Taking the cash and stuffing away.] Well thanks, Lobbyist. I don’t mind if I do.

ACTOR 1

Have a nice day, Senator.

ACTOR 2

You have a nice day, Lobbyist.
[Exit Actor 1 and Actor 2]

CARWRECK

Alright panelists. That’s our scene. Ready. Set.  WHO WANTS THE MONEY??!!

[All three panelists sound their alarms.]

Oh, that was so close. But I think Mary Jane Miasma had the edge. Mary Jane?  

MIASMA

What is a bribe? 

[Flat horn sounds.]

CARWRECK

No, I’m sorry Mary Jane.

Broderick Battlebottom?



BATTLEBOTTOM

What is an illegal gratuity? 

[Flat horn sounds.]

CARWRECK

No, sorry again. That’s not the question we’re looking for.

Wanda Tunbuntowski?

WANDA TUNBUNTOWSKI

How do you buy Girl Scout cookies in Washington D.C.?

[Sound of trumpets or other triumphant music.]

CARWRECK

“How do you buy Girl Scout cookies in Washington D.C.?” is correct. Congratulations 
Wanda Tunbuntowski. That’s one right answer and $10,000 to Wanda Tunbuntowski.

Alright, let’s watch our next scene.

[Enter Actor 3 and Actor 4.]

ACTOR 3

Hello Detective.

ACTOR 4

Hello Lawyer.

ACTOR 3

Can you help me, Detective?

ACTOR 4

What do you need, Lawyer?



ACTOR 3

I need some information, Detective.

ACTOR 4

What information, Lawyer?

ACTOR 3

I have some vehicle license plate numbers. I need to know the names and addresses of the 
registered owners. Can you help me, Detective?

ACTOR 4

Sure, Lawyer. I can run them through the DMV data base.

ACTOR 3

Thanks, Detective. That’s very nice of you. Here’s $20,000 for your trouble.

[Hands over the cash.]

ACTOR 4

$20,000, Lawyer? That’s all?

ACTOR 3

$20,000 and a Rolex watch, Detective.

[Hands over the watch.]

ACTOR 4

$20,000 and a Rolex watch, Lawyer? That’s all?

ACTOR 3

$20,000, Detective, a Rolex watch and this box of Krispy Kremes!

[Hands over a box of Krispy Kreme donuts.]



ACTOR 4

[Takes out a Krispy Kreme.  Stuffs it in his mouth.  Says the next line with a mouthful of 
donut.]

That’s what I’m talkin’ about! Thanks, lawyer.

ACTOR 3

Thank you, Detective. 

[Exit Actor 3 and Actor 4.]

CARWRECK

Alright, panelists.  The Detective and the Lawyer. You’ve watched our scene. You’ve got 
your alarms. Ready. Set. WHO WANTS THE MONEY??!!

[All three contestants sound their alarms.]

Lightning responses from all three of our contestants. Wanda Tunbuntowski, I think you 
were first.

TUNBUNSTOWSKI

Wanda ist first. You betcha, Alex Carwreck. You come see Wanda. Wanda show you first 
rate time.

CARWRECK

The Detective and the Lawyer, Wanda. What’s your response?

TUNBUNTOWSKI

Yah. Wanda ist responding – Vat ist a bribe?

[Flat horn sounds.]

CARWRECK

Oh I’m sorry, Wanda.



Broderick Battlebottom?

BATTLEBOTTOM

Which came first, the donut or the hole? 

[Flat horn sounds.]

CARWRECK

Too bad, Broderick Battlebottom.

Mary Jane Miasma?

MIASMA

When is a bribe not a bribe?

[Sound of trumpets or other triumphant music.] 

CARWRECK

“When is a bribe not a bribe!” That’s correct, Mary Jane Miasma! Your second win of the 
night, for a total of $20,000. Now let’s have the final scene of our first round. And for that, 
we go to the tape – an actual FBI surveillance tape from the FBI ABSCAM investigation:  
Congressman John Murtha meeting with FBI agents whom he thought were Arab 
businessmen. Roll tape.

[Show the first 3:02 of FBI surveillance tape of Murtha.
 HYPERLINK "http://youtube.com/watch?v=C2ehCmaQ3Dg" http://youtube.com/watch?
v=C2ehCmaQ3Dg ]

Alright contestants. You’ve seen the tape. Ready. Set. WHO WANTS THE MONEY??!!
[All three sound their alarms.]

Mary Jane Miasma, you were first.

MIASMA

What’s a nice congressman like you doing in a place like this?

[Flat horn sounds.]



CARWRECK

No, I’m sorry. Wanda Tunbuntowski, you were next.

TUNBUNTOWSKI

Wanda ees theenking the question is, “If I take the money, will they still respect me in the 
morning?” And Wanda ees answering: “If I got the money, who gives a flying fig whether 
they respect me in the morning? ‘Cuz I got the money!”

[Flat horn sounds.]

CARWRECK

No, wrong again.  To you, Broderick Battlebottom, for the final play of the first round. 

BATTLEBOTTOM

Is there anything wrong with a congressman encouraging investment in his district?

CARWRECK

“Is there anything wrong with a congressman encouraging investment in his district?” 
Right or wrong? What do you think, studio audience? We’ll find out in a moment, after this 
break. 



DISCUSSION REGARDING THE LAW OF BRIBERY AND ILLEGAL 
GRATUITIES 

PRIMARY SOURCES

18 USC § 201.

U.S. v. Sun-Diamond Growers of California (1999) 526 U.S. 398. 

Valdes v. U.S. (D.C. Cir. 2007) 475 F.3d 1319. 

Birnbaum, The End of Legal Bribery: How the Abramoff Case Could Change Washington, 
Washington Monthly (June 2006).



ACT II

[Back at the stage of the show. Alex Carwreck and the three contestants are on stage.]

ALEX CARWRECK

Hi! Hi! Hi! Welcome! Welcome! Welcome! We’re back. Mary Jane Miasma is our leader  
so far, with two correct answers and $20,000. Wanda Tunbuntowski is in second place 
with one correct answer and $10,000. And while we were away, our judges concluded that 
Broderick Battlebottom’s response before the break to the John Murtha FBI tape  – “Is 
there anything wrong with a congressman encouraging investment in his district?” –  was 
technically correct, but so wanting in common sense and  ethical sensibility that he should 
have $10,000 deducted from his account and be given an Indian Rope Burn.  So Broderick 
Battlebottom shows a balance of minus $10,000 and….

[Walks to Battlebottom’s podium.]

…Hold out your arm, Broderick.

[Battlebottom holds out his arm, looking around, a little perplexed. Carwreck, smiling, 
seizes Battlebottom’s wrist in his two hands and gives Battlebottom an Indian rope burn.]

BATTLEBOTTOM

Arrgghhh!

CARWRECK

[Still smiling.]

And now we move into our second and final round of WHO WANTS THE MONEY??!! 
where we double the categories and double the stakes.  Isn’t that right, Announcer Johnny 
Unctuous?

OFF-STAGE ANNOUNCER

That’s right, Alex. We double the categories and double the stakes. 

ALEX CARWRECK

You can say that again, Johnny Unctuous.

OFF-STAGE ANNOUNCER



That’s right, Alex. We double the categories and double the stakes. 

ALEX CARWRECK

Tell our studio audience and our television audience at home how the final round of WHO 
WANTS THE MONEY??!! is played.

OFF-STAGE ANNOUNCER

Alex, in our second and final round, our contestants will have two categories to choose 
from: conflicts of interest; and campaign fundraising. Each right response will earn them 
$20,000.

CARWRECK

Thank you, Johnny Unctuous. Let’s begin. Mary Jane Miasma, you’re our leader. Pick a 
category. 

MIASMA

Alex, I’ll take conflicts of interest.

CARWRECK

Conflicts of interest it is. Let’s bring out the WHO WANTS THE MONEY??!! Troupe 
of Actors. Troupe?

[Enter Actor 1, Actor 2 and Actor 3.]

ACTOR 1

[Wearing a black robe, standing in the middle]

Counsel, you may proceed.

ACTOR 2

If it please the court, I have moved to disqualify your honor from this case.

ACTOR 3

With all due respect, your honor, I object.



ACTOR 1

What are your grounds for disqualification, counsel?

ACTOR 2

We believe your honor has a financial interest in the case.

ACTOR 3

With all due respect, your honor, I object. 

ACTOR 2

This is a lawsuit to invalidate the issuance of highway bonds by the county. If the bonds 
are issued, they will impose an additional property tax on all property in the county. Your 
honor owns property in the county that will be affected by the tax.

ACTOR 3

With all due respect, your honor, I object.

ACTOR 1

[To Actor 3]

What are the grounds for your objection, counsel?

ACTOR 3

Prejudice, with all due respect, your honor. 

ACTOR 1

Prejudice?

ACTOR 3

Prejudice, your honor. If counsel’s arguments convince the court, then I’ll lose. Losing will 
definitely prejudice my client.



ACTOR 1

Objection overruled.

ACTOR 2

How does the court rule on my motion to disqualify, your honor?

ACTOR 1

Taken under submission.

[Exit Actor 1, Actor 2 and Actor 3.]

CARWRECK

Alright contestants. The category is conflicts of interest. That’s our scene: The motion to 
disqualify the judge. Are you ready with your alarms? Ready! Set! WHO WANTS THE 
MONEY??!!

[All three buzzers ring.]

Wanda Tunbuntowski. You were first.

TUNBUNTOWSKI

You betcha, Alex Carwreck. Wanda’s question ees, “That man een the middle. Under the 
black robe, he is wearing nothing, yes?” Hootchy Kootchy.

[She fans herself with her hand. Flat horn sounds.]

CARWRECK

No, I’m sorry. Mary Jane Miasma, you were next.

MIASMA

What is prejudice?

[Flat horn sounds.]

CARWRECK



No. I’m sorry. Broderick Battlebottom.

BATTLEBOTTOM

What does a lawyer really mean when he says, “With all due respect, your honor?”

[Sound of trumpets or other triumphant music.]

CARWRECK

 “What does a lawyer mean when he says, “With all due respect, your honor?” is the right 
answer.  Broderick Battlebottom adds $20,000 to his winnings.  Broderick Battlebottom, 
you pick the next category.

BATTLEBOTTOM

Campaign fundraising.
CARWRECK

Campaign fundraising, it is. Let’s bring out our troupe of actors.

[Enter Actors 3 and 4.]

ACTOR 3

Hello Lawyer.

ACTOR 4

Hello Judge. What’s new with you?

ACTOR 3

I’m running for reelection, Lawyer.

ACTOR 4

Good for you, Judge.



ACTOR 3

It’s a contested election, Lawyer.

ACTOR 4

You mean someone is running against you, Judge?

ACTOR 3

Yes, lawyer. That’s why they call it a contested election.

ACTOR 4

[Nods to show he understands now.] 

Oh.

ACTOR 3

Contested elections cost a lot of money, Lawyer. 

ACTOR 4

[Nods to show he understands now.]

 Oh.

ACTOR 3

More money than uncontested elections, Lawyer.

ACTOR 4

[Nods.] 

Oh.

ACTOR 3



I’ll probably need a lot of money to win my contested election, Lawyer.

ACTOR 4

[Nods.] 

Oh.

ACTOR 3

[A little bit exasperated]

Do you think you could donate a lot of money to help me win my contested election, 
Lawyer?

ACTOR 4

[Nods.]

Ohhh………Sure! Yeah! Absolutely! Right. I could so donate a lot of money to your 
contested election. Toute  suite.  No worries.  A lot of money!

ACTOR 3

 Thanks, Lawyer.  Just fill in this card and send it back with the check.

[Hands Lawyer the card.]

ACTOR 4

Will do, Judge. Nice talking to you.

ACTOR 3

Nice talking to you, Lawyer. 

CARWRECK

Alright contestants. The category is campaign fundraising. That’s our scene: The Judge, the 
Lawyer and the Contested Election. Are you ready with your alarms? Ready! Set! WHO 
WANTS THE MONEY??!!



[All three alarms sound.]

Mary Jane Miasma. Your question.

MIASMA

How dense can a lawyer be?

CARWRECK

No, I’m sorry. Broderick Battlebottom?

BATTLEBOTTOM

What price justice?

CARWRECK

No. Sorry. Wanda Tunbuntowski?

TUNBUNTOWSKI

Wanda ees thinking the question is, “What can a judge say – when she really wants the 
money?” 

[Sound of trumpets or other triumphant music.] 

CARWRECK

“What can a judge say when she really wants the money!” That’s correct. Congratulations 
Wanda Tunbuntowski. That’s $20,000 added to your account, and you pick the next 
category.

TUNBUNTOWSKI

Wanda ees picking conflicts of interest.

 CARWRECK

Conflicts of interest it is. Let’s bring out the WHO WANTS THE MONEY??!! Troupe 



of Actors. Troupe?

[Actor 1 and Actor 2 enter.]

ACTOR 1

Hello, Councilman Jones.

ACTOR 2

Hello, Tree Hugger
ACTOR 1

Say Councilman Jones, isn’t the City Council voting next week on the redevelopment 
proposal for the old Bossie Cow Cow Dairy Farm?

ACTOR 2

Why yes they are, Tree Hugger. And a fine redevelopment proposal it is, too. It will allow 
well intentioned, civic minded real estate developers to plow under all that wasted open 
space at the old Bossie Cow Cow Dairy Farm and turn it into something productive like 
gated communities for upscale homes and a mall for outlet stores. I know I’m voting to 
support it.

ACTOR 1

You’re voting to support it? But Councilman Jones, don’t you own property directly across 
the street from the old Bossie Cow Cow Dairy Farm?

ACTOR 2

Why no, Tree Hugger. I don’t own property directly across the street from the old Bossie 
Cow Cow Dairy Farm.  I’m the president of a company that owns property across the 
street from the old Bossie Cow Cow Dairy Farm.

ACTOR 1

Well, Councilman Jones, if your company owns property across the street from the old 
Bossie Cow Cow Dairy Farm, your company’s property will benefit from the 
redevelopment. So you do have a conflict of interest if you vote to support the 
redevelopment proposal, don’t you?



ACTOR 2

Why no, Tree Hugger, I don’t believe I do. It’s really quite clear if you just apply a very 
simple easy-to-use seven-part test for conflict of interest adopted by the California Fair 
Political Practices Commission. 

ACTOR 1

Seven part test, Councilman Jones?

ACTOR 2

Seven part test, Tree Hugger.

ACTOR 1

And you’re sure you pass the seven-part test, Councilman Jones?

ACTOR 2

All mother lovin’ seven parts, Tree Hugger.

ACTOR 1

That’s good enough for me, Councilman Jones. And I know all my friends in the 
environmental movement will feel much better when I explain to them that you don’t have a 
conflict of interest under the seven-part test.

ACTOR 2

I’m just glad I could help, Tree Hugger.

[Exit Actor1 and Actor 2.]
CARWRECK

Alright contestants. The category is conflicts of interest. That’s our scene: the Councilman, 
the Tree Hugger and the Bossie Cow Cow Dairy Farm. Ready with your alarms? Ready. 
Set. WHO WANTS THE MONEY??!!

[All three alarms go off.]

Broderick Battlebottom. I think you were first. You’re $10,000 in the hole. What’s your 
response?



BATTLEBOTTOM

Conflict of interest? Seven part test? What’s my response? My response is, “What’s a 
croc?” That’s my response.

[Sound of trumpets or other triumphant music.] 

CARWRECK  

“What’s a croc?” is correct. We go to our fourth and final question. Wanda Tunbuntowski 
and Broderick Battlebottom are tied at $30,000. Mary Jane Miasma has $20,000. Broderick 
Battlebottom, you select the next category.

BATTLEBOTTOM

Campaign fundraising, Alex.

CARWRECK

Campaign fundraising it is. Here are the WHO WANTS THE MONEY??!! troupe of 
actors.

[Enter Actors 3 and 4. Actor 4 is wearing a green eye shade.]

ACTOR 3

Only a month before the presidential election. Oh golly golly golly golly golly. My 
candidate has just got to win. I’ll send the campaign more money. That’s what I’ll do.

ACTOR 4

[Wearing a green eye shade. Consulting a clip board.]

Ah, not so fast. How much have you contributed already to your candidate?

ACTOR 3

$2,300.

ACTOR 4



That’s the maximum you can contribute under the law. You can’t contribute any more.

ACTOR 3

What do you mean I can’t contribute any more? I’m not a big greedy corporate political 
action committee. I’m just a person. 

ACTOR 4

Too bad. If you were a big greedy corporate political action committee, you could give 
$5,000.

ACTOR 3

But my party just has to win.

ACTOR 4

And what party would that be?

ACTOR 3

We’re the Mega Vegan Party. The world’s problems can all be solved if we just get world 
leaders to stop eating red meat. Eat peas for Peace! Make watercress, not war!  Of course, 
we are opposed by powerful interest groups. 

ACTOR 4

Powerful interest groups like…??

ACTOR 3

Like anyone who has ever eaten at In-N-Out Burger. They can be vicious, too. Last time 
we picketed, they threw french fries and onions animal style at us.  Well if I can’t contribute 
more money to my candidate, I’ll just give it to the Mega Vegan Party.  That will be almost 
the same thing.

ACTOR 4

And you’ve already given the Mega Vegan Party…



ACTOR 3

…$28,500.

ACTOR 4

Then you’ve already hit the ceiling there, too.

ACTOR 3

Then I’ll just start my own committee.

ACTOR 4

You could do that. It’s called a 527 Committee. No contribution limits if you do.

ACTOR 3

That’s what I’ll do.  I’ll call the campaign and see where it needs help. Then I’ll start my 
committee and run my own ads to support my candidate.

ACTOR 4

Not really. If you want to avoid the contribution limits, you can’t coordinate with the 
campaign and you can’t directly advocate the election of your candidate.

ACTOR 3

I can’t give more to my candidate! I can’t give more to the Mega Vegan Party! I can’t start 
my own committee to support my candidate! Who passed these laws, anyway? The Beef 
Nazis? I’ll tell you this: no one ever got E. coli from broccoli. What about my First 
Amendment rights? What about my right to petition the government? Broccoli, not E. coli! 
Broccoli, not E. coli! Broccoli, not E. coli!

[Exit Actor 3, shouting. Actor 4 looks out at the audience and shrugs. Then he follows her 
off.]

CARWRECK

Alright contestants. The category is campaign fundraising. That’s our scene: the Mega 
Vegan and the presidential campaign. Ready with your alarms? Ready. Set. WHO WANTS 
THE MONEY??!!



[All three alarms go off.]

Mary Jane Miasma, you were first by a hair. Your response?

MIASMA

What’s wrong with campaign finance laws?

CARWRECK

Sorry. Incorrect. Wanda Tunbuntowski. You can take the lead and this week’s 
championship. Your response. 

TUNBUNTOWSKI

What’s wrong with the First Amendment? 

CARWRECK

No. Sorry. Broderick Battlebottom?

BATTLEBOTTOM

What’s wrong with E. coli?

CARWRECK

“What’s wrong with E. coli?” is correct.. And, oh, that’s all the time we have this week. 

[Theme music begins, swelling gradually in volume.]

Congratulations to this week’s winner, Broderick Battlebottom.  Tune in next week, when 
Broderick goes up against two new contestants. Until then, don’t let a day go by without 
asking yourself this important question:

ENTIRE CAST

[Shouting]

WHO…WANTS…THE…MONEY??!!



[Music up. Lights out.]



DISCUSSION OF ISSUES RELATING TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST.

PRIMARY SOURCES

(Continued from Act I)

Code of Civil Procedure § 170.1 (Grounds for disqualification)

Meyer v. San Diego (1898) 121 Cal. 102

Code of Judicial Ethics, Canon 2.

Code of Judicial Ethics, Canon 4.

Code of Judicial Ethics, Canon 5.

Witt v. Morrow (1977) 70 Cal.App.3d 817

Brown v. Fair Political Practices Com. (2000) 84 Cal.App.4th 137

Government Code § 1090 (Conflicts of interest contracts, sales and purchases).

Government Code § 87100 (Public officials; state and local; financial interest).

2 CCR, § 18700 (Basic Rule; Guide to Conflicts of Interests; General Prohibition).

2 CCR, § 18703.1 (Economic Interest, Defined: Business Entities).

2 CCR, § 18703.2 (Economic Interest, Defined: Real Property)

2 CCR, § 18703.3 (Economic Interest, Defined: Source of Income)
2 CCR, § 18704.2 (Determining Whether Directly of Indirectly Involved in a 
Governmental Decision; Interest in Real Property).

Federal Elections Commission Press Release, January 23, 2007, “FEC Announces 
Updated Contribution Limits,” http://www.fec.gov/press/press2007/20070123limits.html

Buckley v. Valeo (1976) 424 U.S. 1.

McConnell v. Federal Election Com'n (2003) 540 U.S. 93.
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